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The  Instructor  is  the  official  organ  of  the  Sunday  Schools  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  and  is  devoted  to  the  study  of  what  to  teach  and  how  to  teach  according  to  the 
Restored  Gospel. 


OUR  COVER 

IN  the  Western  World,  the  greatest 
of  all  clocks  is  "Big  Ben,"  on 
the  tower  of  the  Parliament  Build- 
ing in  London.  Its  hands  measure 
the  ceaseless  march  of  time;  its 
chimes  boom  out  the  hours  to  mil- 
lions of  Londoners  and,  by  radio, 
to  all  the  world. 

"Big  Ben"  is  appropriately  pic- 
tured on  our  cover  for  January,  its 
hands  pointed  at  the  midnight  hour— 
the  end  of  the  old  day  .  .  .  the  old 
year  .  .  .  the  old  life,  and  the  be- 
ginning of  the  new.  This  is  the  time 
for  which  many  of  us  have  been 
waiting,  when  we  will  take  time  to 
do  the  things  we've  promised  our- 
selves we  would  do,  such  as  "turn- 
ing over  a  new  leaf,"  giving  up  a 
bad  habit,  paying  more  attention  to 
things  of  real  worth— like  the  saving 
of  souls,  our  own  included. 

The  inscription  on  an  old  sun  dial 
reads,  "My  silent  shadow  cries 
against  delay."  The  deep  tones  of 
"Big  Ben"  also  declare  the  urgency 
of  this  message. 

Photo  by  Acme  Photo  Service, 
Chicago,  111. 
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Life's  Highest  Ideal 


By  President  David  0.  McKay 


^As  a  man  thinketh  in  his  heart, 
so  is  he."*  Though  expressed 
3,000  years  ago,  few  if  any  sentences 
in  literature  express  more  succinctly 
the  potency  of  thoughts  and  feelings 
in  shaping  the  lives  of  men.  A  thou- 
sand years  later  Jesus  gave  added 
emphasis  to  this  mighty  truth.  More 
strongly  condemned  by  Him  than 
the  neglect  of  rituals,  was  the  fos- 
tering of  wrong  ideals,  motives  and 
feelings.  On  the  other  hand,  He 
taught  that  "if  evil  passions  are 
banished,  and  wholesome,  kindly 
thoughts  and  emotions  take  their 
place,  the  man  is  incapable  of  crime. 
Right  thoughts  and  feelings,  if  per- 
sistently kept  in  the  forefront,  in- 
evitably lead  to  right  acts." 

Ideals  are  stimulants  to  progress. 
Without  them  there  would  be  no 
advancement  for  mankind.  Through 
hope,  ideals  and  aspirations,  God 
inspires  men  to  move  upward  and 
onward  toward  the  higher  and  bet- 
ter life. 

Ideals  Influence  Future  Conduct 

On  geological  trips  through  pic- 
turesque canyons,  there  may  be  ob- 
served the  various  formations  that 
record  part  of  the  creation  of  this 
old  earth.  In  many  places  the 
strata  are  as  distinct  and  readable 
as  are  the  leaves  of  a  book.  Near 
the  mouth  of  Ogden  Canyon,  for 
example,  there  are  first  conglomerate 
and  rubble,  then  the  solid  strata  of 
gneiss,  followed  by  layers  of  lime- 
stone and  slate. 

I  sometimes  think  there  are  strata 
in  human  society.  In  the  complexity 
of  human  reactions,  the  strata  are 
varied  and  broken  as  they  are  in  the 
crust  of  the  earth;  but,  in  a  general 
way,  they  may  be  designated  as 
carnality,  sensuality,  materiality  or 
temporality,  and  spirituality. 

The  state  of  carnality  or  bestiality 
is  the  realm  of  human  jackals:  the 
kidnapper,    the    gangster,    the    war 

* Proverbs  23:7. 


brute  who  beats  and  starves  to  death 
his  conquered  victims  because  they 
think  differently  from  him,  or  refuse 
to  bow  to  his  tyranny. 

Sensuality  is  the  realm  of  indul- 
gence—the animal  plane. 

Materiality  or  temporality  is  man's 
distinctive  realm  in  which  he  very 
properly  makes  a  livelihood  and 
gains  a  competence. 

Spirituality  is  the  highest  and  best 
to  which  man  can  aspire. 

What   a   man   continually   thinks 

QNLY  through  faith  in  the  God  of 
Love   and    in   achieving   worthy 
manhood  can  the  world  be  made  a 
fit  and  peaceful  abiding  place. 

about,  the  ideals  he  cherishes,  de- 
termine the  realm  or  realms  to  which 
he  belongs,  determine  his  place  in 
the  scale  of  manhood. 

Among  the  unfortunates,  in  the 
lower  realms,  we  find,  to  quote  from 
"A  Man's  Value  to  Society,"  that 
"great  underclass  of  pulseless  men, 
content  to  creep,  and  without 
thought  of  wings  for  rising.  Mere 
drifters  are  they,  creatures  of  cir- 
cumstance, indifferently  remaining 
where  birth  or  events  have  started 
them.  Having  food  and  raiment, 
therewith  they  are  content.  No  in- 
spirations fire  them,  no  ideals  re- 
buke them,  no  visions  of  possible 
excellence  or  advancement  smite 
their  vulgar  contentment.  Like  dead 
leaves  swept  forward  upon  the  cur- 
rent, these  men  drift  through  life. 
Men  who  live  an  indifferent,  supine 
life  with  no  impulses  upward,  are 
exposed  to  evil  and  become  a  con- 
stant menace  to  society." 

Firefly  Men 

A  little  higher  in  the  scale  of  man- 
hood are  the  firefly  men  whose  noble 
feelings  shine  but  intermittently— 
"men  to  whom  come  luminous  hours 
rebuking    the    common   life.     Then 


does  the  soul  revolt  from  any  evil 
thought  and  thing  and  long  for  all 
that  is  Godlike  in  character,  for 
honor  and  purity,  for  valor  and  cour- 
age, for  fidelity  to  the  finer  convic- 
tions deep  hidden  in  the  soul's  re- 
cesses. What  heroes  are  these  in 
the  vision  hour!  With  what  fortitude 
do  these  soldiers  bear  up  under 
blows— when  the  battle  is  still  in  the 
future!  But  once  the  conflict  comes, 
their  courage  goes! 

"On  a  winter's  morning  the  frost 
upon  the  windowpane  shapes  forth 
trees,  houses,  thrones,  castles,  cities, 
but  these  are  only  frost.  So  before 
the  mind  the  imagination  hangs  pic- 
tures of  the  glory  and  grandeur  and 
Godlikeness  of  the  higher  life,  but 
one  breath  of  temptation  proves 
their  evanescence.  Better,  however, 
these  intermittent  ideals  than  unin- 
terrupted supineness  and  content- 
ment." 

The  Realm  of  Materiality 

All  of  us  find  ourselves  in  a  ma- 
terial world  in  which  nature  de- 
mands that  man  make  a  living.  In 
this  temporal  realm  man  is  simply 
a  creature  of  nature.  He  progresses 
as  he  lives  in  obedience  to  the  laws 
of  nature.  Subject  to  his  environ- 
ment, he  is  continually  fighting 
forces  in  order  to  survive.  In  this 
physical  stage  of  life,  self-preserva- 
tion is  the  dominant  idea  of  the  in- 
dividual and  of  the  race.  As  a  re- 
sult selfishness  is  a  characteristic 
trait. 

In  the  business  world,  in  the  pro- 
fessions and  trades,  we  can  trace  the 
primitive  elements  of  this  eternal 
struggle  for  existence.  David  Har- 
um's  "silver  rule"  —  "Do  unto  the 
other  fellow  what  he  wants  to  do 
to  you,  and  do  it  fust"  —  is  the  domi- 
nant ideal. 

To  accumulate  means  honorably 
is  natural  and  most  commendable. 
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"He  that  will  not  provide  for  his 
own  is  worse  than  an  infidel."  When, 
however,  a  man  harbors  the  thought 
that  he  will  exist  by  injuring  his 
neighbor,  that  moment  he  begins  to 
circumscribe  his  soul;  bitterness  re- 
places happiness;  sordidness  sup- 
plants generosity;  animosity  takes 
the  place  of  human  sympathy  and 
love,  and  contention  and  strife  are 
the  result,  leading  to  no  end  of 
crime  and  suffering. 

Those  whose  ideals  rise  no  higher 
than  this  material  world,  and  who 
close  their  eyes  to  the  promise  and 
possibility  of  a  higher  life  merely 
acknowledge  that  our  purpose  here 
is  to  be  born,  to  live,  breathe,  pre- 
pare in  a  general  way  for  those  who 
follow  after  us,  and  then  to  die— 
"a  stupid  round  of  existence  not  one 
whit  higher  than  that  of  the  silk- 
worm." 

The  Realm  of  Spirituality 

Man  is  not  just  a  mere  animal,  a 
creature  of  the  flesh  which  profiteth 
nothing,  but  a  spiritual  being,  a 
soul.  Sometime  or  other  every  nor- 
mal person,  I  am  sure,  is  possessed 
with  an  irresistible  desire  to  know 
his  relationship  to  the  Infinite.  He 
realizes  that  he  is  more  than  a  physi- 
cal object  that  is  tossed  for  a  short 
time  from  bank  to  bank,  only  to  be 
submerged  finally  in  the  everflowing 
stream  of  life. 

There  is  something  within  him 
which  urges  him  to  rise  above  him- 
self, to  control  his  environment,  to 
master  the  body  and  all  things 
physical  and  to  live  in  a  higher  and 
more  beautiful  world.  "These  are 
the  soul  architects  who  build  their 
thoughts  and  deeds  into  a  plan;  who 
travel  forward,  not  aimlessly,  but 
toward  a  destination;  who  sail,  not 
anywhither,  but  toward  a  port;  who 
steer,  not  by  the  clouds,  but  by  the 
fixed  stars.  High  in  the  scale  of 
manhood  are  those  who  ceaselessly 
aspire  toward  life's  great  Exemplar." 

This  great  Exemplar  is  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God, 
who  in  material  possessions  had  "no 
where  to  lay  his  head,"  yet  who  was 
"a  man  of  truly  colossal  intellect," 


says  Newell  Knight  Hills,  "incom- 
parable as  He  strides  across  the 
realms  and  ages,  yet  always  think- 
ing the  gentlest,  kindliest  thoughts; 
thoughts  of  mildness  as  well  as  of 
majesty;  thoughts  of  humanity  as 
well  as  divinity.  His  thoughts  were 
wings  to  all  the  low-flying;  His 
thoughts  freed  those  who  had  been 
snared  in  the  thicket;  His  thoughts 
set  an  angel  down  beside  each 
cradle;  His  thoughts  of  the  grave 
sanctified  the  tomb.    Dying  and  ris- 
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JESUS,  THE  GREAT  EXEMPLAR 

Taught  by  Him,  the  people  have  learned 

to    think    not    only    great    thoughts,    hut 

good  ones,  and  also  how  to  turn  thoughts 

into  life. 


ing,  His  thoughts  clove  an  open 
pathway  through  the  sky.  Taught 
by  Him,  the  people  have  learned 
to  think  not  only  great  thoughts,  but 
good  ones,  and  also  how  to  turn 
thoughts  into  life." 

Worthy  Ideals  Help  Us 

Worthy  ideals  will  help  us  ap- 
proach His  manhood  and  spiritual 
attainments.   They  are: 

(1)  To  keep  unspotted  and  un- 
tarnished a  good  name.  "A  good 
name  is  rather  to  be  chosen  than 
great  riches." 


(2)  To  maintain  fidelity  to  every 
trust.  "A  father  who  can  be  trusted, 
a  husband  who  can  be  believed,  a 
son  who  can  be  relied  upon,  a 
daughter  who  can  be  depended  upon 
—  these  are  the  jewels  of  home." 
Said  the  father  of  our  country:  "I 
hope  I  may  have  virtue  and  firmness 
enough  to  maintain  what  I  consider 
to  be  the  most  enviable  of  all  titles— 
the  character  of  an  honest  man." 

(3)  To  desire  to  make  the  world 
better  for  having  lived  in  it.  The 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith  said:  "If  my 
life  is  of  no  value  to  my  friends,  it 
is  of  no  value  to  me." 

(4)  To  develop  faith  in  God  and 
reverence  for  sacred  things.  This  is 
a  fourth  and  most  important,  most 
comprehensive  ideal.  Only  through 
faith  in  the  God  of  Love  and  in 
achieving  worthy  manhood  can  the 
world  be  made  a  fit  and  peaceful 
abiding  place. 

With  all  our  boasted  civilization 
there  never  was  a  time  when  spir- 
itual awakening  and  spiritual  ideals 
were  more  needed.  Civilization  has 
grown  too  complex  for  the  human 
mind  to  visualize  or  to  control.  Un- 
less mankind  comes  to  a  speedy 
realization  that  the  higher  and  not 
the  baser  qualities  of  man  must  be 
developed,  the  present  status  of 
civilization  is  in  jeopardy. 

A  spiritual  awakening  in  the 
hearts  of  millions  of  men  and  women 
would  bring  about  a  changed  world. 
I  am  hopeful  that  the  dawning  of 
that  day  is  not  far  distant.  My  faith 
in  the  ultimate  triumph  of  the  Gos- 
pel of  Jesus  Christ  assures  me  that 
a  spiritual  awakening  must  come. 
To  bring  this  about  is  the  responsi- 
bility of  youth  in  whom  I  have  con- 
fidence and  place  my  hope. 

May  a  kind  heaven  help  us  to 
cherish  worthy  ideals  and  noble 
aspirations.  Whatever  our  work,  our 
joys  or  our  sorrows,  let  us  ever 
remember  that  back  of  the  work, 
back  of  the  joys  and  the  sorrows 
ever  glows  the  ideal.  How  con- 
stantly and  consistently  we  cherish 
it  in  our  mind  and  follow  it  will 
determine  whether  we  drift  as  fail- 
ures along  life's  highway  or  fulfill 
the  divine  purpose  of  our  being. 


HPo  love  an  enemy  is  the  distin- 
guished  characteristic  of  a  re- 
ligion which  is  not  of  man  but  of 
God.  It  could  be  delivered  as  a 
precept,  only  by  him  who  lived  and 
died  to  establish  it  by  his  example. 

— Rojas. 


^T  can  forgive,  but  I  cannot  forget," 
is  only  another  way  of  saying, 
"I  will  not  forgive."  Forgiveness 
ought  to  be  like  a  cancelled  note- 
torn  in  two,  and  burned  up,  so  that 
it  never  can  be  shown  against  one. 

— H.  W.  Beecher. 


"Dlessed  are  they  who  have  the  gift 
of  making  friends,  for  it  is  one 
of  God's  best  gifts.  It  involves  many 
things,  but  above  all,  the  power  of 
going  out  of  one's  self,  and  appre- 
ciating whatever  is  noble  and  loving 
in  another.  —Thomas  Hughes. 
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Sunday  School  Conference 
Address* 

By  Elder  Adam  S.  Bennion 


As  a  sincere,  effective  Sunday 
School  teacher,  you  can  know  the 
joys  of  mental  growth  and  spir- 
itual expanse,  of  gratitude  from 
fellow  men  and  of  partnership 
with  the  Father.  Let  the  following 
counsel  help  in  guiding  you  to 
know  true  joy  .  .  . 


Oonored  in  this  appointment,  my 
brothers  and  sisters,  I  wish  that  I 
might  return  to  the  Sunday  School 
cause  some  small  measure  of  the 
amount  that  Sunday  Schools  have 
so  richly  done  for  me  all  my  days. 

I  cannot  remember  when  I  was 
not  in  Sunday  School  work.  It  was 
a  delight  in  our  town  to  be  dressed 
in  our  best  for  Sunday  morning  with 
a  pride  in  100%  attendance  through 
the  years  —  the  early  years  —  of 
childhood. 

I've  always  been  grateful  that  the 
organization  featured  singing  and  memory  gems.  As  I 
look  back  now  to  those  young  days,  I  knew  a  little 
music,  and  apparently  I  had  a  good  memory.  In  that 
day  we  memorized  the  words  of  our  favorite  songs  as 
we  memorized  choice  bits  of  scripture. 

The  assignment  I  had  in  the  superintendency— I  was 
called  when  I  was  17— was  to  lead  the  school  in  the 
concert  recitation.  And  by  some  kind  act  of  providence 
I  realized  that  I  ought  never  to  ask  anybody  to  learn 
anything  by  heart  which  I  first  had  not  so  learned 
myself.  And  the  blessing  to  this  day  is  that  those  words 
come  back  again  and  again. 

Learn  All  the  Words 

In  the  quietitude  of  distant  travel  there  seems  al- 
ways to  be  in  my  heart  the  words  of  a  song  that  I 
learned  in  youth.  And  quite  apart  from  anything  else 
I  say  tonight,  won't  you  keep  alive  that  tradition  in 
the  Sunday  School— that  you  teach  the  boys  and  girls 
not  only  to  love  music  but  to  learn  the  words  by  heart 
—that  they  may  sing  them  in  and  out  of  season? 

As  we  closed  our  great  conference  President  McKay 
in  his  word  of  blessing  at  the  close  said  the  purpose 
of  the  Gospel  is  to  bring  happiness  to  the  children  of 
men.  I  was  so  glad  to  get  that  note.  Sometimes  we 
think  of  religion  as  a  series  of  prohibitions;  correctly 
understood,  it  is  the  way  of  life  and  salvation. 

'Address  given  at  the  semi-annual  conference   of  the  Deseret   Sunday 
School  Union,  Sunday,  Oct.  4,  1953,  in  the  Salt  Lake  Tabernacle. 
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Under  assignment  from  your  committee,  I'm  glad 
they  asked  me  to  talk  on  the  subject,  "Great  Shall  Be 
Your  Joy."  Since  the  assignment  has  come,  I've  been 
turning  over  the  thought  of  being  full  of  joy  in  our 
work.  I  salute  you  tonight,  you  grand  workers  who 
work  without  hire,  who  are  not  paid  for  your  labors, 
and  who  do  it  because  you  love  the  truth  and  the 
children  of  God.  That  kind  of  labor  brings  you  joy. 

The  assignment  prompted  me  to  turn  to  the  good 
books,  and  I  ran  into  these  verses  which  to  me  have 
always  been  choice:  "Adam  fell  that  men  might  be; 
and  men  are,  that  they  might  have  joy."  (2  Nephi  2:25.) 

I've  always  been  glad  that  the  great  Sermon  on  the 
Mount  closes  that  particular  section  which  we  call  the 
"Beatitudes"  with  a  benediction:  "Rejoice  .  .  ."  (The 
verb  comes  from  the  same  stem  that  gives  us  the  word 
"joy.")  "Rejoice,  and  be  exceeding  glad:  for  great  is 
your  reward  in  heaven:  .  .  ."  (Matthew  5:12.) 

And  you  remember  those  passages  from  the  Doc- 
trine and  Covenants:  ".  .  .  If  it  so  be  that  you  should 
labor  all  your  days  in  crying  repentance  unto  this  peo- 
ple, and  bring,  save  it  be  one  soul  unto  me,  how  great 
shall  be  your  joy  with  him  in  the  kingdom  of  my 
Father! 

"And  now,  if  your  joy  will  be  great  with  one  soul 
.  .  .  how  great  will  be  your  joy  if  you  should  bring 
many  souls  unto  me!"  (Doctrine  arid  Covenants  18:15- 
16.) 
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Further,  "Remember  the  worth  of  souls  is  great  in 
the  sight  of  God;  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  18:10.) 
"And  how  great  is  his  joy  in  the  soul  that  repenteth!" 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants  18:13.)  And  crystallizing 
that  last  idea  a  little  further,  ".  .  .  Joy  shall  be  in  heaven 
over  one  sinner  that  repenteth,  more  than  over  ninety 
and  nine  just  persons,  which  need  no  repentance." 
(Luke  15^.) 

I'm  glad  the  text  reads,  "Great  Shall  Be  Your  Joy." 
In  the  absence  of  time  to  point  out  the  differences,  I 
ask  you  to  turn  over  hurriedly,  as  we  lead  into  this 
theme,  just  what  joy  means  if  you  contemplate  the 
degrees  of  delight  or  satisfaction  that  the  human  soul 
can  know.  We'll  skip  the  low  level  that  has  no  place 
in  the  lives  of  Sunday  School  Vorkers.  I  beg  of  you 
to  remember  that  whatever  other  benediction  comes 
into  your  lives  you  are  lifted  above  the  level  on  which 
some  of  God's  children  suffer  from  the  mere  indulgence 
of  the  passions. 

Six  Degrees  of  Delight  or  Satisfaction 

But  skipping  that  low  level,  there  are  at  least  six 
levels  that  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to: 

The  first  is  the  mere  level  of  amusement  or  merri- 
ment or  entertainment. 

The  second  one— certainly  higher— is  pleasure  which 
seems  to  center  in  the  gratification  of  the  senses  or  the 
emotions. 

In  my  book  the  third  one,  which  has  always  been  a 
little  higher  to  me,  is  gladness,  a  kind  of  cheerfulness 
or  pleasurable  satisfaction. 

The  fourth  level  which  I  like  to  call  happiness 
seems  to  center  in  the  smile  of  fortune  upon  us  when 
circumstances  bring  their  benediction  to  us. 

Our  word  for  tonight  I  put  as  No.  5,  joy,  which  is 
an  exhilaration  of  spirit— an  expanse  of  soul  if  you  will. 
It  is  a  kind  of  satisfaction  that  centers  in  the  spiritual 
response  of  God's  children  which  not  only  is  more 
durable,  but  is  richer  and  finer. 

There  is  a  sixth  one  to  me  which  has  nothing  to  do 
with  our  assignment  tonight  which  is  called  in  the 
scripture  bliss.  Bliss  has  been  defined  as  heavenly  joy 
with  a  note  of  ecstasy  in  it.  I  suspect  that  when  we  do 
our  best  work  in  Sunday  School  we  not  only  get  the 
satisfaction  which  we  call  "joy,"  but  there  are  times 
when  it  leads  to  the  "bliss"  that  is  the  temporary 
ecstasy  which  can  be  carried  over  and  which  we  shall 
anticipate  in  the  Great  Beyond. 

Joy  of  an  Enriched  Mind  and  Enlightened  Spirit 

"Great  Shall  Be  Your  Joy."  As  I  turned  that  thought 
over  during  the  last  few  weeks,  it  seemed  to  me  your 
joy  could  center  on  three  things.  First  of  all,  you  will 
know  the  joy,  if  you  are  honest  to  goodness  Sunday 
School  workers,  of  an  enriched  mind  and  an  enlightened 
spirit.  I  put  it  on  the  selfish  ground,  first  of  all.  Would 
you  grow  and  develop  and  become  strong?  I  don't 
know  a  better  assignment  for  you  than  to  be  charged 
with  the  responsibility  of  a  Sunday  School  worker. 
There  is  accumulative  power  in  the  study  that  at- 
taches to  an  earnest  assignment. 

For  years  now  I've  known  of  the  care  that  has  gone 
into  these  Sunday  School  lessons.  No  Sunday  School 
worker  will  devote  himself  to  the  preparation  of  those 
lessons  but  there  will  come  to  him  a  growth  mentally 
and  spiritually  that  he  never  dreamed.   I've  discovered 


that  the  thing  that  keeps  most  men  small  is  the  habit 
of  looking  for  easy  things.  But  when  the  assignments 
become  a  little  difficult,  they  are  your  best  cue  to 
growth. 

For  the  past  couple  of  months  I've  been  working 
on  some  of  the  lesson  material  presented  by  one  of 
your  Board  members,  Brother  Barker,  who  has  pre- 
pared a  most  scholarly  presentation  that  leads  from 
the  establishment  of  Christ's  Church  through  the  cen- 
turies of  the  Apostasy  and  the  dark  ages.  It  is  very 
evident  that  any  man  who  would  prepare  those  lessons 
so  that  he  could  teach  them  would  be  lifted  up  and 
fortified  for  all  the  days  of  his  life. 

If  you  are  a  teacher  take  seriously  the  task  of  pre- 
paring each  lesson  well.  Do  not  make  the  kind  of 
preparation  you  get  by  studying  only  on  the  way  to 
Sunday  School— not  the  kind  of  preparation  hurried 
into  while  the  preliminary  exercises  are  going  on. 

Proper  preparation  can  be  achieved  best  if  you  ob- 
serve two  things— if  you  make  it  early  and  keep  it 
recent. 

I  think  the  real  Sunday  School  teacher  starts  early 
in  the  year  to  lay  out  a  plan  for  the  whole  year  and 
begins  to  build  the  lessons  from  that  time.  And,  having 
them  generally  in  mind,  he  or  she  gathers  out  of  good 
books,  out  of  experience,  out  of  all  the  contacts  along 
the  way  such  material  as  will  make  the  preparation  not 
only  rich,  but  adjustable  to  the  needs  and  interest  of 
her  or  his  class. 

The  joy  that  you  will  have  in  expanse  of  soul  and  in 
strength  of  mind  is  one  of  the  finest  joys  that  can  come 
to  one  of  God's  children.  Echo  through  your  minds 
"The  glory  of  God  is  intelligence"  and  "Man  cannot 
be  saved  in  ignorance."  The  more  you  learn  here  the 
farther  you  shall  be  advanced  in  the  kingdom  to  come. 

"God  shall  give  unto  you  knowledge  by  his  Holy 
Spirit,  yea,  by  the  unspeakable  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
.  .  ."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  121:26.)  ".  .  .  The  Com- 
forter, which  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  whom  the  Father  will 
send  in  my  name,  he  shall  teach  you  all  things,  and 
bring  all  things  to  your  remembrance,  whatsoever  I 
have  said  unto  you."  {John  14:26. )  Those  two  promises, 
I  think,  ought  to  be  rich  enough  to  pay  dividends  to 
any  man  or  woman  who  will  study  and  prepare. 

The  Joy  of  Gratitude 

The  second  joy  that  may  be  yours  is  the  joy  that 
comes  from  the  gratitude  of  your  fellow  men  who  rise 
up  to  thank  you. 

I  think  I  shall  never  forget  an  assignment  one  time 
in  the  city  of  Boise  with  their  youth.  It  was  in  a  day 
when  that  city,  along  with  others,  was  troubled  with 
problems  of  delinquency. 

Before  the  week  was  over,  they  asked  if  we  could 
go  downtown  and  gather  those  on  the  streets  who  did 
not  go  to  Sunday  School  and  have  a  meeting  with  them. 
That  effort  proved  to  be  so  intriguing,  profitable  and 
challenging  that  the  committee  in  charge  said,  "Would 
you  have  any  objection  to  going  out  to  the  state  peni- 
tentiary?" 

We  agreed  to  go.  I've  had  interesting  audiences  in 
my  day,  but  I  think  I  shall  never  remember  a  more 
interesting  audience  than  the  200  men  and  six  women 
that  were  gathered  together  in  that  penitentiary.  I 
had  misgivings.  I'm  sure  I  had  the  fear  of  the  Lord  in 
my  heart,  but  they  listened  and  were  wonderful. 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  I  asked  if  I  could  have 
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the  privilege  of  meeting  with  eight  or  ten  of  them. 
I  remember  in  that  group  of  some  ten  men  there  was 
no  one  in  the  group  who  was  not  in  for  at  least  20  years 
and  four  of  them  were  in  for  life.  As  we  sat  in  our 
little  huddle,  I  said,  "Men,  you've  been  gracious  and 
wonderful  to  me.  Now,  may  I  ask  you,  what  in  your 
judgment  brought  you  here?"  ( It  was  then  my  privilege 
to  be  very  active  with  young  people  in  the  Church  and 
in  the  state. )  I  said  that  as  I  went  among  the  youth  I 
would  like  to  be  able  to  quote  from  their  experiences. 

I  shall  never  forget  one  of  them  who  said,  "Sir,  you 
would  never  understand  if  L  told  you.  You've  lived 
with  fine  men  and  women.  You've  enjoyed  the  privileges 
that  society  offers  you.  I  ask  you,  can  you  understand?" 
Then  he  said  to  me,  "Where  would  you  have  been  if 
nobody  had  ever  cared?" 

I  answered,  "Sir,  I  am  interested.  You  had  parents." 

He  said,  "I  don't  remember  them.  They  were  both 
lost  to  me  when  I  was  a  child." 

"But  you  have  had  teachers." 

"Yes,"  he  said.  "I  know.  But  with  my  disposition  I 
think  the  only  thing  I  ever  did  to  them  was  to  annoy 
them.  And  the  only  memory  I  have  of  my  teachers  is  of 
their  everlasting  disciplining  of  me  and  complaining  at 
me  and  finding  fault.  I  don't  know  what  might  have 
happened  to  me 'if  one  day  somebody  in  kindness  had 
taken  me  aside  and  pointed  the  way." 

I  got  a  letter  the  other  day  from  my  teacher  when 
I  was  a  student  in  the  Second  Intermediate  class  in 
the  Book  of  Mormon.  I  treasure  her  teachings  to  this 
day,  and  I  love  her  for  the  kindliness  that  she  exhibited. 
She  will  be  a  friend  as  long  as  we  both  live. 

I  know  of  my  attitude  toward  her  and  my  attitude 
toward  the  superintendent,  a  grand  Scotchman  who 
was  the  grandfather  of  the  young  man  chosen  to  go 
into  the  quorum  of  the  Seventy  as  one  of  the  presi- 
dents. I  look  back  to  the  days  when  I  was  a  youngster 
with  full  gratitude  to  the  men  and  women  who  seemed 
to  care.   And  I  give  it  to  you  as  your  second  joy. 

Had  we  the  time  tonight  I  could  multiply  the  cases 
where  men  and  women  have  come  to  finer  things  in 
the  world  because  somebody  cared." 

Your  second  joy  will  be  the  handclasp  of  friends 
who  come  up  to  bless  you  for  what  you  have  taught. 

In  the  absence  of  time  to  expand  it,  I  ask  you  to 
keep  your  mind  on  these  things:  There  are  those  in 
your  classes  who  need  to  be  saved  and  safeguarded 


from  sin.  There  are  those  in  your  classes  who  need 
to  be  inspired  out  of  their  indifference.  There  are 
those  in  your  classes  who  need  to  be  anchored  in  those 
aspirations  which  mark  them  for  leadership.  And  if 
you  respond  to  those  three  possibilities  with  an  eye 
always  on  the  divinity  that  lies  in  each  child  entrusted 
to  you,  there  will  come  from  them  to  you  a  joy  un- 
speakable. It  will  make  you  rejoice  as  you  go  into  the 
autumn  of  your  life. 

The  Joy  of  Partnership  with  Him 

I  come  to  you  to  offer  you  three  joys  that  will  make 
your  benediction  great:  The  joy  of  mental  growth  and 
spiritual  expanse;  the  joy  that  comes  from  the  kindly 
hand  of  somebody  whom  you  have  helped;  and  finally, 
the  joy  that  comes  to  you  out  of  a  partnership  with  Him 
who  made  us  all,  who  guides  our  destinies  and  who 
one  day  will  return  to  govern  and  to  rule.  I  should  like 
so  to  live  that  when  that  day  arrives,  I  will  have 
equipped  myself  for  participation  with  Him  in  some 
small  way  in  that  Great  Kingdom. 

I  give  you  these  out  of  sacred  scripture— promises 
rich  beyond  compare:  ".  .  .  The  fulness  of  my  Gospel, 
sent  forth  unto  the  children  of  men,  that  they  might 
have  life  and  be  made  partakers  of  the  glories  which 
are  to  be  revealed  in  the  last  days,  .  .  ."  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  66:2.)  And  that  becomes  your  privilege 
with  a  promise  in  Section  84,  verse  88  of  the  Doctrine 
and  Covenants:  "...  I  will  be  on  your  right  hand  and 
on  your  left,  and  my  Spirit  shall  be  in  your  hearts, 
and  mine  angels  round  about  you,  to  bear  you  up." 
".  .  .  If  you  keep  my  commandments  and  endure  to  the 
end  you  shall  have  eternal  life,  which  gift  is  the  great- 
est of  all  the  gifts  of  God."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants 
14:7.) 

And  finally,  one  of  my  favorite  verses  out  of  all 
scripture— Doctrine  and  Covenants  Section  112,  Verse 
10— one  that  I  am  so  grateful  I  had  to  teach  so  that  I 
learned  it  by  heart.  And  the  joy  of  this  promise  will  be 
yours,  fellow  teachers:  "Be  thou  humble;  and  the  Lord 
thy  God  shall  lead  thee  by  the  hand,  and  give  thee 
answer  to  thy  prayers." 

May  He  magnify  you  in  your  callings,  and  may  He 
add  joy  to  your  lives  here  and  hereafter  in  the  eternal 
program  of  saving  His  children  to  return  to  Him,  I 
pray  with  the  benediction  of  heaven  upon  you,  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ,  Amen. 
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Sunday  School  Conference 
Address* 


Greatest  of  All  Professions 


By  President  David  0.  McKay 
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Sabbath  School  teachers,  teach  that  which  you  feel  and  know  is  right;  teach 
ye  diligently  the  things  pertaining  to  the  Kingdom  of  God,  for  you  serve  in 

the  greatest  of  all  professions. 


As  I  listened  tonight,  I  have  re- 
■^  called  many  teachers  in  the  aux- 
iliaries and  priesthood  quorums;  and 
I've  remembered  with  joy  the  influ- 
ence in  my  life  of  half  a  dozen  teach- 
ers —  men  and  women  —  in  Primary, 
Sunday  School,  in  MIA,  and  in  the 
deacons'  and  teachers'  quorums. 

There  was  one  among  them,  how- 
ever, the  memory  of  whom  does  not 
awaken  any  joy.  I  happened  to  hear 
him  tell  a  "shady"  story  when  he  was 
with  a  crowd  of  threshers.  He  did 
not  know  I  was  listening,  or  if  he 
did  he  did  not  care.  I  lost  confi- 
dence in  him.  I  recalled  him  to- 
night and  contrasted  the  feeling 
that    memory    awakened    with    the 

"Address  given  at  the  semi-annual  conference 
of  the  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union,  Sunday, 
Oct.  4,  1953,  in  the  Salt  Lake  Tabernacle. 


memory  of  Brother  Josiah  Perry.  He 
was  an  aged  man,  it  seemed  to  me 
then  —  I  suppose  he  was  about  fifty 
—but  he  had  something  which  in- 
fluenced us  boys. 

I  do  not  remember  his  teachings 
particularly,  but  I  do  remember  his 
sincerity.  He  radiated  something 
which  impressed  us  —  he  meant 
what  he  said.  I  recall,  too,  Moselle 
Hall,  Sister  Petersen  in  Primary,  my 
association  with  A.  J.  Anderson, 
superintendent  of  Sunday  School 
and  the  joy  of  the  association  of 
members  of  the  General  Board. 

And  so,  I  shall  leave  with  you  just 
two  thoughts  and  introduce  them 
by  the  following  scripture:  First, 
by  Peter  and  John  when  they  were 
challenged  before  the  Sanhedrin  to 
renounce  and  to  deny  the  Christ: 


"Whether  it  be  right  in  the  sight  of 
God  to  hearken  unto  you  more  than 
unto  God,  judge  ye."  "For  we  can- 
not but  speak  the  things  which  we 
have  seen  and  heard."  (Acts  4:19, 
20.)  Fellow  teachers,  teach  that 
which  you  feel  and  know  is  right. 
Teach  ye  diligently  the  things  per- 
taining to  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

I  am  reminded  of  Latimer  before 
King  Henry  VIII.  He  was  out  of 
harmony  with  those  six  articles  that 
Henry  VIII  adopted.  And  as  he 
stood  there  he  said,  "Latimer,  Lati- 
mer, Latimer,  remember,  you're  in 
the  presence  of  your  king.  Be  care- 
ful what  you  say  to  him."  Then 
he  paused  and  repeated,  "Latimer, 
Latimer,  Latimer,  remember  you're 
in  the  presence  of  the  King  of 
Kings.  Be  careful  what  you  say." 
Latimer,  as  you  know,  was  burned 
at  the  stake,  but  he  remained  true 
to  what  he  believed.  We  are  in  the 
presence  of  the  king  of  material 
things  to  which  we  bow  —  some- 
times often  —  but  we  are  always  in 
the  presence  of  the  King  Eternal. 
If  we  can  keep  in  harmony  with 
Him,  our  souls  will  be  at  peace. 

The  other  is  a  sentence  from  the 
Great  Teacher  —  greatest  of  all 
teachers.  ".  .  .  That  ye  should  do  as 
I  have  done  unto  you."1  There  is 
more  significance  to  that  statement 
as  given  on  that  sacred  occasion 
than  what  I  shall  mention  tonight. 
He  is  the  one  Teacher  of  all  teach- 
ers who  could  say  that.  Some  of  us 
undoubtedly  slip  occasionally  — 
probably  we  say  something  which 
we  should  not  want  somebody  else 
to  say;  but  not  the  Great  Teacher. 
And  so,  teachers,  let  us  approach, 
at  least,  that  great  ideal  —  that  we 
shall  teach  by  example. 

It  is  said  of  Spurgeon,  a  great 
( Concluded  on  opposite  page. ) 
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A  "Junior"  Junior  Sunday  School 


By   Wallace  George 
Photos  by  Harold  Carpenter 


"C\a.nnie  Harper,  a  capable,  trained 
nursery  teacher,  has  been  in 
charge  of  the  Nursery  department, 
Crescent  Ward,  Mt.  Jordan  Stake, 
since  its  organization.  Her  assistants 
are  Sylvia  Kemp  and  Bertha  Harri- 
son. 

The  children  come  to  their  nursery 
classroom  immediately  upon  arriv- 
ing at  Sunday  School.  They  hang 
their  coats  on  low  hangers,  which 
are  identified  by  their  names  and 
the  picture  of  a  distinctive  object. 
Then  the  children  quietly  take  their 
seats  on  tiny  chairs  arranged  in  a 
semicircle  around  a  large  bulletin 
board 

Opening  exercises  consist  of: 
songs,  prayer  by  one  of  the  children, 
administration  and  passing  of  the 
sacrament  by  fathers  of  the  children, 
stories  and  a  discussion  of  the  les- 
son and  finger  plays.  Sunday  Morn- 
ing in  the  Nursery  is  used  as  the 
lesson  guide. 


Beth  N.  Samuelson,  Junior  Sunday 
School  coordinator,  feels  that  some 
of  the  benefits  from  these  opening 
exercises  for  the  children  are:  re- 
spect for  the  sacrament,  ability  to 
sit  still  and  listen  to  stories  and  talk 
about  things  for  a  short  time;  co- 
operation through  helping  with 
songs  and  finger  plays;  and  a  feel- 
ing of  thankfulness  to  our  Father 
in  heaven  for  His  many  blessings. 

After  opening  exercises  the  chil- 
dren may  select  books,  scissors, 
paper  and  crayons,  blocks,  beads  to 
thread,  puzzles  or  the  blackboard. 
Or  they  may  look  at  the  beautiful, 
colored,  mounted  pictures  of  Jesus 
and  other  subjects  on  the  large  bul- 
letin board.  During  this  period  they 
learn  to  share  and  play  with  the 
other  children.  The  last  twenty  min- 
utes are  used  to  put  away  toys  and 
play  singing  games. 

Sister  Samuelson  lists  these  ad- 
vantages of  a  separate  nursery  unit: 


A  picture  of  a  distinctive  object  plus  chil- 
dren's names  identifies  hangers 

more  and  younger  children  can  at- 
tend, the  children  do  not  have  to 
sit  longer  than  their  interest  span, 
the  remainder  of  the  Junior  Sunday 
School  is  more  reverent,  very  little 
adjusting  is  necessary  when  the 
children  transfer  to  the  larger  Junior 
Sunday  School  section. 

Thirty-five  children  under  4  years 
of  age  are  presently  enrolled,  with 
an  average  attendance  of  25. 


'liillil   ... 


§j§ 


'  «ilf  :Is*ill 


One  of  the  fathers  passes  sacrament. 


Sylvia  Kemp  conducts  a  play  period. 

GREATEST  OF  ALL  PROFESSIONS 

( Concluded  from  opposite  page. ) 

temperance  evangelist,  that  he  came     might  hear  of  my  taking  it,  and  he      workers,    as    you    continue    in    the 


home  one  evening  greatly  fatigued 
His  friend  said,  "Should  you  not 
like  to  have  a  glass  of  beer?"  "Yes," 
said  the  great  man,  "but  I'll  not 
take  it.    Perhaps  some  poor  beggar 


would  be  inclined  to  take   several  greatest  of  all  professions,  the  teach- 

glasses.    I  refrain  because  of  him."  ing  of  the  children  of  God  things 

Teach  what  you  feel.   Teach  by  pertaining  to  the  Kingdom  of  God, 

example.  I  pray  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 

God   bless   you,   my   dear   fellow  Amen. 


JANUARY       1954 
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Giants 


By  Dana  McClure 

As  told  to  bis  mother, 
Irene  McClure 


Tt  was  sure  fun  getting  up  early 
Tuesday  morning  and  starting  out 
on  our  trip  to  the  Sequoia  National 
Park,  after  we  had  our  family 
prayer.  When  we  got  to  the  Lodge- 
pole  camping  ground,  Daddy  set  up 
the  tents  and  beds  while  us  kids 
ran  around  the  camp  and  up  on  the 
hillside,  where  we  gathered  a  lot 
of  pine  cones. 

The  next  morning  when  we  waked 
up,  Mother  said  bears  had  been  in 
camp  during  the  night  and  got  into 
our  food  on  the  table  and  torn  our 
tablecloth.  As  soon  as  I  got  up  I 
decided  to  explore  the  camp  with 
Alyn  and  another  boy.  I  found  the 
river  and  ran  back  to  tell  Dad  there 
was  a  place  to  fish. 

A  little  later  a  girl  said  there  was 
a  real,  live  bear  in  a  tree,  so  we  all 
went  to  watch  it.  Mother  came  over 
to  see  it,  too,  and  I  went  to  tell  her 
I  had  seen  the  bear  and  was  going 
to  the  river.  She  doesn't  remember 
what  I  said,  and  when  I  called  back 
"good-by"  she  didn't  hear  me. 

I  thought  I'd  find  a  pool  with 
some  fish  in  it  so  I  started  down  the 
river.  I  went  under  a  brige  of  some 
kind,  and  after  a  while  I  came  to 
the  bridge  where  I  had  to  go  up 
on  the  road.  I  watched  the  trucks 
of  all  kinds  that  were  there,  then  I 
walked  down  the  road  for  a  long 
ways.  Pretty  soon  I  got  thirsty  so 
I  found  the  way  back  to  the  water 
for  a  drink.  While  I  was  on  the 
road  I  heard  what  sounded  like 
someone  calling  me  and  I  tried  to 
answer,  but  they  couldn't  hear  me. 
They  said,  later,  it  was  Dad  who 
was  calling. 

Dana    wasn't    lonesome    even 

that    night    in     the     rainstorm 

'cause    he    had    prayed    to    his 

Heavenly  Father. 

THE       INSTRUCTOR 


LOST  AMONG  THE   GIANTS 

Editor's  Note:  Recently,  newspapers 
across  America  published  accounts  of 
an  8-year-old  boy  lost  among  California's 
Sequoia  trees,  said  to  be  the  largest  living 
things  in  the  world.  He  was  lost  for  six 
days.  The  boy  is  Dana  McClure  of  the 
Pacoima  Ward  Junior  Sunday  School  in 
San  Fernando  Stake. 

"Even  after  he  was  found,  our  children 
continued  to  pray,  giving  thanks  to  God 
for  watching  him,"  writes  Margaret  Stone, 
San  Fernando^Stake  Junior  Sunday  School 
coordinator.  "I  happened  to  be  among 
the  women  who  went  up  to  Sequoia  to 
cook  for  the  men  in  the  searching  parties. 
These  numbered  about  300  a  day,  answer- 
ing a  call  sent  out  by  bishoprics  in  the 
various  wards.  It  was  a  distance  of  250 
miles  from  where  we  live,  but  for  five 
nights  straight  different  cars  went  back 
and  forth  carrying  men  to  aid  in  the 
search." 

Here  is  the  lad's  own  story,  as  told  to 
his  mother,  reprinted  in  The  Instructor 
through  permission  of  Intermountain 
News,  voice  of  the  Church  in  southern 
California.  It  is  republished  here  by  per- 
mission of  Audrey  Redding,  editor,  and 
Ned  Redding,  publisher,  who  is  also  super- 
intendent of  the  Vermont  Ward  Sunday 
School,  So.  Los  Angeles  Stake. 


Rocks  Were  Slippery 

After  I  got  to  the  river  again,  I 
started  to  wade  across  one  place, 
but  slipped  and  sat  down  on  a  rock 
and  got  my  shoes  wet.  The  next  pool 
I  came  to,  I  put  my  shoes  and  socks 
in  one  hand  and  started  to  walk  on 
a  rock  that  was  only  a  little  bit 
under  the  water,  but  my  feet  slipped 
off  it.  I  hit  my  chin  and  slid,  stand- 
ing up,  into  water  over  my  head.  I 
kind  of  floated  and  splashed  until 
I  got  over  to  some  rocks  where  I 
could  pull  myself  out  of  the  deep 
water. 

I  still  held  on  to  my  shoes  and 
socks,  but  everything  was  so  heavy- 
weighted,  I  put  everything  but  my 
pants  on  a  bush  to  dry,  while  I 
went  looking  for  the  camp  around 
the  curve  of  the  mountain.  I  saw  a 
lot  of  curves,  but  I  never  did  find 
the  camp. 

I  slipped  on  lots  of  rocks  and  got 
my  fingers  and  toes  all  cut  and 
blistered.  All  the  time  I  kept  trying 
to  get  back  to  the  road,  but  I'd  get 
so  thirsty  I'd  have  to  go  down  for 
water.  I  couldn't  hold  enough  to 
last  me.  Sometimes  I'd  drink  too 
much. 

My  Dad  Told  Me 

Dad  told  me,  if  lost,  to  stay  near 
water  so  I'd  have  enough,  for  he 
said  lots  of  berries  were  poison,  and 
I  hadn't  ought  to  eat  any  of  them. 
He  told  me  to  stay  in  one  place,  too, 
so  someone  could  find  me.    I  didn't 


ever  get  out  of  the  canyon  again, 
even  though  I  kept  trying  to  find 
the  road. 

The  first  night  I  slept  under  a 
rock  and  it  was  warm  in  there.  I 
didn't  really  sleep  any  nights,  I  just 
rested  and  watched  the  stars. 

The  next  day  I  tried  to  find  camp 
again,  and  I  saw  a  deer.  I  held  real 
still  so  it  would  stay  there  awhile. 
I  didn't  see  any  bears.  I  thought  if 
I  could  follow  a  bear  it  would  take 
me  back  to  camp  because  I  knew 
they  ate  in  camp  every  night. 

Slept  in  Hollow  Tree 

The  second  night  I  slept  in  a 
hollow  stump  that  was  all  black.  I 
sat  in  it  Indian  fashion,  it  was  kind 
of  small.  It  was  raining  a  little  so 
I  pulled  some  bark  and  put  one  at 
the  top  of  the  stump  and  one  at  the 
side.  I  accidentally  knocked  a  piece 
out  of  the  side  but  I  fitted  it  back 
in,  and  my  house  didn't  leak. 

About  the  third  day  I  heard  a 
whistle  and  lots  of  calling,  but  I 
didn't  know  they  were  calling  me, 
and  I  couldn't  make  them  hear  me. 

When  it  quit  raining  that  one 
night  I  got  chilly,  so  I  slept  under 
a  rock  with  a  door  at  both  ends 
where  I  crawled  out  twice  to  get  a 
drink.  Next,  I  slept  under  a  rock 
that  went  way  back  in,  and  the  next 
night  I  slept  in  a  cave  that  went 
even  further  back  in,  but  I  didn't  go 
all  the  way  back,  'cause  they  couldn't 
find  me  with  their  flashlights  way 
back  in  there. 

The  last  night  I  got  cold  so  I 
crawled  inside  a  hollow  log  where 
I  was  warm  after  awhile,  and  I 
watched  the  stars  all  night.  I  got 
pitch  in  my  hair  and  I  kept  pull- 
ing it  out  until  I  had  a  bare  spot. 

Every  day  I  would  crawl  over  the 
rocks  and  in  the  brush,  looking  for 
the  road,  but  always  I'd  get  thirsty. 
I  got  an  awful  lot  of  scratches  all 
over  me,  and  bruises,  and  some 
pretty  big  sores  on  my  chin,  knees, 
and  a  few  other  places.  Most  of 
them  festered,  but  the  doctor  says 
they  are  healing  O.K. 

I  just  cried  a  little  when  I  first 
knew  I  was  lost,  after  that  I  wasn't 
worried  because  I  just  prayed  every 
morning,  and  most  of  one  day,  that 
Heavenly  Father  would  help  me  and 
keep  the  folks  safe  back  at  camp.  I 
wasn't  lonesome  when  I  couldn't 
make  anyone  hear  me,  'cause  I  knew 
that  sometime  they  would  find  me. 

I  was  on  my  way  back  to  camp 
when  I  found  the  men.  I  was  rest- 
ing beside  a  log  when  I  heard  some 


voices,  I  looked  down  and  there 
were  a  lot  of  men;  I  saw  a  walkie- 
talkie  so  I  thought  they  were  fixing 
wires  in  the  forest.  I  stood  up  and 
called  "Help,  I'm  lost."  Then  a  fel- 
low saw  me  and  ran  up  to  me  real 
fast,  with  three  more  right  behind 
him.  I  tried  to  run,  but  I  fell  and 
Randy  Clark  caught  me.  We  hugged 
each  other  real  tight. 

I  saw  Earl  Hobbs  and  he  asked 
me  if  I  knew  him.  Everyone  was 
laughing  and  crying  and  yelling,  and 
I  said,  "What  are  you  so  noisy  for?" 
They  said  because  they  were  so 
glad  they  had  found  me. 

It  wasn't  too  long  then  until  they 
carried  me  down  to  the  road,  put 
me  in  an  ambulance  and  took  me  to 
the  hospital  where  I  saw  Dad  and 
Mom.  I  told  Mom  I  knew  she  would 
kiss  me  and  that  she  would  be  wor- 
ried about  me  while  I  was  gone.  I 
was  sure  happy  to  be  back  with 
everyone. 

Mother  Taught  Me  To  Pray 

My  mother  taught  me  to  pray 
every  day,  and  I  also  learned  to 
pray  in  Sunday  School  and  Primary. 
I  guess  an  awful  lot  of  people  like 
me  and  prayed  for  me,  because  I've 
heard  folks  say  so,  and  some  have 
sent  me  letters  saying  they  prayed 
I'd  be  found  safe. 

While  I  was  gone  I'd  sing  little 
tunes  I  made  up,  and  I  would  think 
about  good  pancakes  and  waffles.  I 
sure  like  waffles  and  good  syrup. 
Mother  says  as  soon  as  my  stomach 
is  strong  enough,  she's  going  to  make 
me  some  of  her  pancakes  and  waf- 
fles. Man,  I  sure  like  them!  I've  been 
getting  lots  of  good  malts  and  other 
yummy  things  to  eat,  too. 

The  rest  of  you  kids  better  mind 
you  don't  get  lost,  and  always  pray 
to  Heavenly  Father  to  help  you  and 
keep  you  safe  all  the  time.  Heavenly 
Father  loves  you  even  if  you've  been 
naughty. 


TO  YOU,  TEACHER 

Childhood's  fragile  imagery  is 

warm, 
Unfolding  in  your  tender  care.  You 

form 
Another  world  where  children  live, 

and  then 

With  love,  you  lead  them  back  to 
earth  again. 

—Agnes  K.  Morgan. 
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Have  Personality,  Too 


Photo  by  Claudell  Johnson. 


By  N.   Woodruff  Christiansen 


Asa  student  at  the  Utah  State 
•^  Agricultural  College  I  attended 
Sunday  School  in  the  Logan  Fifth 
Ward.  The  chapel  was  an  inade- 
quate structure  which  has  since  dis- 
appeared and  been  replaced  by  a 
modern  building.  Two  features  of 
the  Sunday  School  were,  however, 
up-to-date  and  still  remain  vividly 
in  my  memory.  They  were  singing 
and  class  instruction. 

The  class  teacher  presented  the 
Gospel  truths  in  a  most  convincing 
manner,  arising  from  intense,  per- 
sonal conviction.  Because  of  this  his 
message  carried  over  to  the  students. 

Similarly  the  spirit  and  message 
of  the  hymns  carried  conviction  be- 
cause of  the  interpretation  given 
them  by  an  able  chorister.  Singing 
the  hymns  was  a  spiritual  experience, 
not  a  routine  drill. 

The  class  leader,  Dr.  John  A. 
Widtsoe,  rose  high  in  educational 
and  ecclesiastical  circles  as  did  the 
chorister,  Dr.  George  R.  Hill. 

What  Is  Effective  Practice? 

What  constitutes  effective  singing 
practice?  First,  we  should  recognize 


the  fact  that  each  hymn  has  its  own 
character  or  personality  and  carries 
an  individual  message.  The  charac- 
ter and  message  must  be  carefully 
analyzed  and  interpreted  by  the 
chorister,  assisted  by  the  organist. 

The  chorister  can  obtain  effective 
and  inspiring  singing,  or  he  can 
hinder  it.  No  congregation  can  sing 
beyond  the  chorister.  Through  him 
the  singing  comes  to  life;  he  is  the 
interpreter,  the  congregation  is  his 
instrument.  The  words  carry  a  mes- 
sage of  joy,  exultation,  sorrow,  sup- 
plication, or  triumph.  A  good  com- 
poser has  caught  the  spirit  of  the 
words  and  given  them  an  appropri- 
ate musical  setting.  The  chorister 
now  represents  the  author  and  the 
composer  in  an  effort  to  have  the 
singing  group  recreate  the  song.  The 
tempo  should  be  comfortable,  and 
musical  phrasing  observed.  Failure 
to  observe  these  points  may  make  a 
dirge  out  of  a  song  of  joy,  a  "pep 
song"  out  of  a  hymn  of  contempla- 
tion, or  a  lusty  shout  out  of  a  prayer. 

Each  member  of  the  congregation 
has  an  opportunity  to  participate  in 
effective  singing.    Speak  the  words 


precisely  in  the  manner  of  choral 
reading  and  according  to  the  pulse 
set  up  by  the  chorister,  otherwise 
the  poetry  may  become  jumbled. 
Only  through  precision  can  good  re- 
sults be  obtained.  Only  by  follow- 
ing the  conductor's  beat  can  clarity 
be  assured. 

Memorize  Well-known  Hymns 

Well-known  hymns  should  be 
memorized  so  that  complete  atten- 
tion may  be  given  the  conductor 
and  the  hymn's  message.  In  learning 
new  hymns  an  added  responsibility 
is  placed  upon  the  chorister.  No 
performing  group  will  thrive  on  old 
material.  The  old  reliable  hymns 
are  excellent  but  there  are  many 
others,  unlearned,  equally  as  good. 
These  should  be  regularly  intro- 
duced and  learned,  and  thereby  pro- 
vide a  much  needed  stimulus  to  the 
practice  hour. 

Theodore  Thomas  said,  "Popular 
music  is  familiar  music."  New  hymns 
will  become  wellliked  only  as  they 
become  familiar. 

( Concluded  on  opposite  page. ) 
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Editor's  Note:  If  you  have  a  question  on 
Sunday  School  procedure,  submit  it  to  your 
stake  or  mission  superintendency.  If  this 
superintendency  would  like  more  information  re- 
garding the  query,  then  it  should  be  directed  to: 
Question  Box,  The  Instructor,  50  North  Main 
Street,  Salt  Lake  City  1,  Utah. 


Question  Box 


What  Is  Date  for  Fixing  Class  Age? 


Advancing  from  Nursery 

Q  Please  let  me  know  by  return 
"  mail  whether  on  January  1, 
when  we  take  the  4-  and  5-year  olds 
out  of  the  Nursery  and  form  a  new 
Kindergarten  class,  whether  the 
break-off  point  should  be  January  1 
or  July  1.  In  other  words,  should 
we  take  out  those  whose  birthdays 
fall  between: 

July  1,  1950  and  July  1,  1948 

or  between 

January  1, 1950  and  January  1, 1948? 

We  have  read  the  Handbook 
thoroughly  and  recognize  our  right 
to  make  exceptions  if  justified.  But 
we  have  to  have  some  starting  point, 
and  we  would  like  you  to  make  a 
definite  recommendation. 

Pasadena  Stake. 

A.  Since  January  1  is  the  promo- 
tion date,  children  in  Course  No.  1 
(Nursery)  who  have  reached  their 
fourth  birthday  by  that  date,  Janu- 
ary 1,  should  be  promoted  to  Course 
No.  2  (Kindergarten). 

However,  if  the  stake  board  in  a 
particular  stake  elects  to  so  direct, 
the  age  determination  date  may  be 


the  same  as  that  used  by  the  local 
public  school  system. 

This  is  the  practice  in  some  stakes 
and  eliminates  conflicts  of  children 
being  separated  from  their  school 
companions  after  they  reach  school 
age. 


About  Elective  Courses 

Q.  Does  the  adult  class  (Course 
No.  27)  make  the  choice  of  one  of 
the  elective  courses  for  1954  that 
they  wish  to  study?  Or  does  the 
ward  superintendency  make  the 
various  courses,  available  to  those 
people  who  may  wish  to  study  an 
elective  course  other  than  Course 
No.  26  (Teachings  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment)? —Moroni  (Utah)  Stake. 

A.  The  elective  courses  are 
actually  the  Family  Relations  (in 
1954,  Courses  No.  24  and  25)  and 
Genealogical  Training  (Course  No. 
20,  Proving  Your  Pedigree)  courses. 
Every  Sunday  School  should  have 
a  regular  Gospel  Doctrine  (Course 
No.  26,  Teachings  of  the  New  Testa- 


ment) class  in  1954.  The  elective 
courses  are  elective  so  far  as  class 
members  are  concerned,  but  ward 
superintendents  should  supply 
classes  where  they  have  any  demand 
for  them,  provided  there  is  room  for 
them. 


Buying  Single  Pictures 

Q.  Will  it  ever  be  possible  to 
purchase  at  the  Deseret  Book  Com- 
pany individual  pictures  —  such  as 
Junior  Sunday  School  and  Church 
History  pictures  —  without  the  en- 
tire set? 

A.  Yes.  Beginning  January  1, 
1954,  single  pictures  will  be  listed 
on  our.  regular  order  forms  and 
price  sheets.  Single  colored  pic- 
tures 8  x  10  inches  will  sell  for  10 
cents  each,  single  black-and-white 
pictures  at  5  cents  each.  Pictures 
3x4  inches  will  cost  25  cents  a 
dozen  or  two  for  5  cents. 

These  should  be  ordered  from  our 
agent,  The  Deseret  Book  Company, 
44  East  South  Temple  Street,  Salt 
Lake  City,  1,  Utah. 


HYMNS  HAVE  PERSONALITY,  TOO 

(Concluded  from  opposite  page.) 


In  a  Sunday  School  which  recent- 
ly came  under  my  observation  the 
chorister  employed  a  unique  method 
of  introducing  a  new  hymn.  A 
double  mixed  quartet,  previously  re- 
hearsed, first  sang  it  for  the  audi- 
ence. This  method  is  educationally 
sound  as  the  total  effect  is  first  ob- 
tained, and  details  are  worked  out 
later. 

It  is  my  belief  that  the  congrega- 
tion also  should  attempt  singing 
new  hymns  as  a  whole.  Difficult 
passages  may  then  be  located  and 
learned  in  a  brief  drill.  It  is,  of 
course,  taken  for  granted  that  the 
chorister  and  organist  have  previ- 
ously studied  and  prepared  the 
hymn  for  presentation. 


Even  though  the  practice  period 
is  brief,  a  skilful  attempt  at  learning 
new  selections  should  be  made.  The 
results  will  be  an  enrichment  of  our 
hymn  singing. 

How  rich  is  your  hymn  reper- 
toire? In  a  survey  made  in  Mount 
Logan  stake,  six  wards  reported  the 
number  of  hymns  used  during  the 
year  1952  as  follows :  Logan 
Eleventh  63;  Logan  Seventh  65; 
Providence  First  67;  River  Heights 
70;  Providence  Second  75;  and  Lo- 
gan Eighth  Ward  90  hymns  used. 
The  total  number  of  hymns  used  in 
the  stake  appears  to  approach  150 
different  hymns. 

With  hymns  we  sing  the  Gospel 
into  the  hearts  of  the  people. 


ABOUT  THE  AUTHOR 

Dr.    N.    Woodruff    Christiansen    is 
head   of  the   instrumental   music   de- 
partment  at  Utah  State  Agricultural 
College,    the     school 
from    which    he   origi- 
nally received  his  B.S. 
degree.     He    won    his 
M.A.  and  Ph.D.  from 
Columbia     University. 
Additional  training 
was  received  from  the 
Sterns       Conservatory, 
Berlin,   Germany,    and 
from      the      Julliard 
School  of   Music.    He 
was      a      member      of 
Columbia      University 
summer    school    music 
staff. 
He    has    had    extensive    Sunday    School 
experience.     In    the    Mount    Logan    Stake 
he  has  been  music  director,  Sunday  School 
superintendent,    and   Eleventh   Ward    Sun- 
day   School   superintendent   for   ten    years. 
In    the    Hyrum    Stake    he    has    been   stake 
Sunday  School  superintendent  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Hyrum   Third   Ward  bishopric. 
His   wife   is   Lucy   Lilenquist.     Together 
they  filled   a   Central   States   mission.     His 
hobby  is  motoring.  —B.O.H. 
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By   Harold   Lundstrom 


HENRY  L.  ISAKSEN 

Citting  across  the  desk  from  Dr. 
Henry  L.  Isaksen  receiving  his 
friendly  counsel,  as 
hundreds  of  Brigham 
Young  University 
students  do,  one 
would  hardly  suspect 
that  his  hobby  and 
leisure  time  activity 
is  that  of  bricklaying. 

Demonstrating  his 
special  skill,  he  is  now  building  a 
five-bedroom  home  for  his  family! 
The  spaciousness  of  the  new  home 
will  be  appreciated  by  his  family. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Isaksen,  since  their 
marriage  11  years  ago  in  the  Salt 
Lake  Temple,  have  been  blessed 
with  seven  children:  Henry  Jr.,  10; 
Nikolene,  8;  Kristine,  6;  Lawrence, 
5;  David,  3;  Edward,  2;  and  Vernon, 
five  months.  Mrs.  Isaksen  is  the 
former  Amy  Smith  of  Salt  Lake  City. 

At  the  time  of  his  call  to  the 
Deseret  Sunday  School  Union  Gen- 
eral Board,  Dr.  Isaksen  was  serving 
as  a  member  of  the  Orem  Stake  High 
Council.  His  previous  Church  serv- 
ices include  a  mission  to  the  North- 
ern States  where  he  was  mission 
secretary;  being  a  ward  YMMIA 
superintendent  in  the  San  Bernar- 
dino Stake;  president  of  the  Gary 
Branch  and  then  president  of  the 
West  Michigan  District  of  the  North- 
ern States  Mission,  a  member  of 
two  stake  Sunday  School  boards  — 
Hillside  and  Ogden  Stakes— and  also 
many  teaching  assignments. 

Following  his  graduation  from  the 
Mayfield  High  School  in  California, 
Dr.  Isaksen  first  attended  BYU  and 
then  the  San  Jose  State  College 
where  he  received  his  B.A.  degree 
in  JL939.  Stanford  University  granted 
him  his  M.A.  degree  in  1948.  Two 
years  ago  in  1951,  he  was  awarded 
his  Ph.D.  degree  by  the  University 
of  Utah. 

Before  his  present  appointment  as 
counselor  and  assistant  professor  at 


BYU,  Dr.  Isaksen  had  been  a  lec- 
turer at  the  University  of  New 
Hampshire,  director  of  student  per- 
sonnel in  the  Ogden  City  schools, 
a  counselor  at  the  University  of 
Utah. 

The  new  board  member  was  born 
in  Altonah,  Utah,  July  20,  1918,  a 
son  of  Martin  J.  and  Nekoline  Peder- 
sen  Isaksen. 


F.  WAYNE  ROSKELLEY 

Tf  you  would  kindle  a  light  in  F. 

Wayne  Roskelley's  eyes,  just  men- 
tion the  University 
Stake's  teacher  train- 
ing and  leadership 
week.  Already  her- 
alded around  the 
Church  as  being 
worthy  of  imitation  in 
every  stake,  this  an- 
nual event  inspires 
hundreds  of  ward  and  stake  workers 
with  its  brilliant  faculty  which  in- 
cludes several  General  Authorities, 
many  Church  auxiliaries'  general 
toard  members,  and  prominent  edu- 
cators. 

As  superintendent  of  the  Univer- 
sity Stake  Sunday  Schools,  Elder 
Pioskelley  has  given  direction  and 
work  —  months  of  it  —  to  this  out- 
standing training  period  in  addition 
to  his  regular  Sunday  School  work. 

Skill  in  Sunday  School  leadership 
comes  to  Elder  Roskelley  almost 
naturally.  He  first  served  the  Sun- 
day School  as  a  teacher  in  the 
Pocatello  First  Ward.  From  this  he 
was  called  to  the  ward  superintend- 
ency.  Next,  he  was  the  Sunday 
School  chorister.  Moving  to  the 
West  Eleventh  Ward  in  Emigration 
Stake,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
YMMIA  superintendency  and  later 
Sunday  School  superintendent.  Re- 
turning to  the  Pocatello  First  Ward 
he  served  in  the  YMMIA  superin- 
tendency.   Since  his  return  to  Salt 


Lake  City  again  in  1950,  Elder  Ros- 
kelley has  been  the  University  Stake 
Sunday  School  superintendent. 

The  new  board  member  is  a  native 
of  Rexburg,  Idaho,  and  a  son  of 
Joseph  and  Frances  Hinckley  Ros- 
kelley. He  was  born  on  June  12, 
1911.  He  was  graduated  from  the 
Pocatello  High  School  in  1930. 

During  the  ten  years  prior  to  be- 
ginning his  present  employment  in 
the  Post  Office  Department  in  1936, 
Elder  Roskelley  had  worked  in  vari- 
ous Pocatello  business  establish- 
ments. For  two  years,  1944-1945,  he 
attended  the  United  States  Navy 
Radio  Technicians  School. 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Mari- 
lyn Nichols  of  Payson,  Utah,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren: Mary  Frances,  4;  Marc  Clive, 
2;  and  Teri,  1. 

For  a  minute  of  relaxation,  Elder 
Roskelley  can  turn  to  planning  an 
activity  of  the  Samuel  Roskelley 
family  organization  of  which  he  is 
the  immediate  past  president  or  one 
of  three  interesting  hobbies:  hiking, 
swimming,  and  carpentering. 


ALVA  H.  PARRY 

As  dozens  of  Church  and  Inter- 
"^  mountain  authors  will  tell  you, 
Alva  H.  Parry  gives 
them  every  encour- 
agement in  the  writ- 
ing and  subsequent 
publishing  of  their 
manuscripts.  And  his 
advice,  given  freely, 
has  been  of  inestima- 
ble value  to  many  of 
them. 

As  manager  of  the  Church-owned 
Deseret  Book  Company,  he  must, 
of  course,  keep  constantly  in  mind 
what  kind  of  market  is  available  for 
every  type  of  book.  And  in  his  quiet 
and  friendly  way,  he  suggests  here 
(Concluded  on  opposite  page.) 
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Teamed  for  Teaching 
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Lethe  C.  Tatge 

Tn  Utah's  green,  lush  dairyland  at 
Midway,  Lethe  Coleman  Tatge 
and  John  Joost  really  give  their  Sun- 
day School  students  practice  in  liv- 
ing the  Gospel.  Together  Sister 
Tatge  and  Brother  Joost  teach  14 
teenagers. 

While  visual  aids  are  used,  Sister 
Tatge  believes  the  strength  of  the 
class  lays  in  its  participation  in  spe- 
cifically assigned  activities.  For  ex- 
ample, when  the  class  was  studying 
a  lesson  on  service,  each  student 
was  asked  to  do  a  special  act  of  serv- 
ice during  the  week,  then  report  on 
it.  For  the  lesson  on  obedience  each 
student  was  given  an  individual  as- 
signment written  on  a  slip  of  paper. 
Some  of  the  assignments  read:  "De- 
fine obedience,"  "Give  a  scriptural 
reference  for  obedience,"  "Discuss 
obedience  from  a  spiritual  stand- 
point," "Discuss  obedience  from  the 
standpoint  of  the  law." 

The  class  elects  a  president  and 
secretary  and  functions  in  such  a 
way  as  to  give  ample  opportunity 
for  participation  by  all  members. 
One  of  the  president's  tasks  is  to 
see  that  each  fellow  in  the  group  is 
there  every  Sunday.  Class  Presi- 
dent Alvah  Kohler  says  that  some- 
times he  found  it  necessary  to  get 


By  Hazel  W.  Lewis 


a  boy  out  of  bed  or  help  him  with 
his  chores  so  that  he  would  be  there. 
Connie  Reed,  class  secretary,  like- 
wise checks  on  the  attendance  of 
each  girl. 

To  supplement  lessons  at  various 
times,  arrangements  are  made  for 
a  special  speaker.  The  class  presi- 
dent invites  a  speaker  to  talk  on 
the  subject  of  the  lesson.  The  class 
secretary  writes  a  note  of  apprecia- 
tion to  the  speaker  following  the 
talk.  She  also  has  the  task  of  as- 
signing someone  to  give  a  spiritual 
thought  for  the  week. 

Sister  Tatge  and  Brother  Joost 
have  taught  together  continuously 
for  more   than   seven  years.    Sister 


John  Joost 

Tatge  has  a  long  and  outstanding 
record  as  a  lecturer,  traveler  and 
educator.  Brother  Joost  came  to 
this  country  as  a  young  man  from 
Switzerland.  He  is  a  leading  dairy- 
man and  veterinarian  in  the  com- 
munity. 

The  teachers  take  turns  giving  the 
lesson  on  alternate  Sundays.  The 
day  one  of  them  gives  the  lesson 
the  other  teacher  takes  charge  of 
the  opening  exercises. 

To  show  their  love  and  esteem  for 
their  teachers,  class  members,  over 
the  years,  have  presented  them  with 
gifts-cuff  links  and  a  Bible  to 
Brother  Joost,  and  a  loving  cup  and 
beautiful  friendship  quilt  to  Sister 
Tatge.  Each  student  in  the  class 
made  one  block  of  the  quilt  by  em- 
broidering his  name  on  the  square. 


SKILLED  IN  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LEADERSHIP 
(Concluded  from  opposite  page.) 


Photo  by  Photography  Center,  Heber. 

Student  Beth  Bronson,  Midway  Second  Ward,  Wasatch  Stake,  leads  class  discussion. 


and  counsels  there,  changes,  addi- 
tions, and  deletions  which  will  help 
make  their  books  popular  to  the 
largest  market  possible. 

The  science  of  marketing  has 
long  been  close  to  the  heart  of  Elder 
Parry.  He  took  his  degree  and  did 
graduate  study  in  the  field  of  market- 
ing, and  has  ever  since  been  en- 
gaged in  retailing. 

For  several  years  he  was  asso- 
ciated with  the  Weinstock-Lubin 
Department  Store  in  Sacramento. 
Later,  he  was  divisional  merchan- 
dising manager  of  ZCMI,  from  1938 
to  1951,  prior  to  his  present  employ- 
ment. 


Elder  Parry  had  completed  more 
than  five  years  as  a  member  of  the 
Wasatch  Ward  bishopric  in  Hill- 
side Stake  at  the  time  of  his  call  to 
the  Sunday  School  General  Board. 
Previously  he  had  been  a  member 
of  the  Hillside  Stake  High  Priests 
Quorum  presidency.  In  Sacramento, 
Elder  Parry  was  a  member  of  the 
Sacramento  Stake  presidency  for 
more  than  two  years  before  moving 
back  to  Salt  Lake  City.  Following 
his  graduation  from  the  old  Latter- 
day  Saint  High  School  and  attend- 
ing the  University  of  Utah,  he 
served  for  two  years  in  the  British 
Mission. 


Home  from  his  mission,  Elder 
Parry  continued  his  education  at 
the  U.,  receiving  his  A.  B.  degree  in 
1929.  He  later  completed  graduate 
study  at  the  New  York  University 
School  of  Retailing. 

A  son  of  Joseph  H.  and  Lydia 
Hanks  Parry,  Elder  Parry  was  born 
in  Salt  Lake  City  on  April  9,  1904. 
He  was  married  to  the  former 
Maurine  Cotterell  of  Salt  Lake  City 
in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple.  They  are 
now  the  parents  of  five  children: 
Robert  A.,  now  with  the  armed 
forces  in  Europe;  Joyce,  20;  Connie, 
17;  Douglas  J.,  12;  and  Richard  D., 
9. 


J  AN  U  A  R  Y       19  5  4 
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Notes  from  the  Field 


Twice  Each  Sunday 


Conducted  by  Wallace  G.  Bennett 


Sunday  Schools  in  Dodson,  Malta  and  Saco  are  conducted  by  two 
families  who  serve  twice  each  Sabbath. 


A  Double  Perfect  Record 

T^he  F.  W.  Wright  family  and  the 

Harvey  Folkman  family  of  Malta, 
Montana,  have  perfect  records  for 
Sunday  School  attendance  at  two 
Sunday  Schools  each  Sunday  for 
two  years.  They  are  members  of 
the  West  Central  States  Mission. 

Brother  Wright  is  superintendent 
of  the  Malta  Sunday  School  in 
northern  Montana.  Brother  Folkman 
is  his  assistant.  Brother  Wright  and 
his  family  also  conduct  the  Sunday 
School  at  Saco,  28  miles  away. 
Brother  Folkman  and  his  family 
went  with  the  Wrights  to  Saco  for 
awhile  until  it  was  determined  that 
a  Sunday  School  should  be  started 
at  Dodson,  ten  miles  in  the  other 
direction  from  Malta.  Then  Brother 
Folkman  took  over  the  work  at  Dod- 
son, as  well  as  his  work  in  the  Malta 
Sunday  School. 

Superintendent  Wright  feels  that 
he  settled  in  Malta  as  an  answer  to 
prayer.  He  had  intended  to  locate 
his  business  elsewhere,  but  some- 
thing caused  him  to  change  his 
mind.  Shortly  after  he  started  the 
Sunday  School  at  Saco  he  was  told 
by  a  lady  there  that  she  had  been 
praying  earnestly  for  someone  hold- 
ing the  Priesthood  to  come  and 
open  a  Latter-day  Saint  Sunday 
School  in  Saco. 

Brother  Wright  says  he  is  paying 
back  for  a  period  in  his  life  when  he 
was  not  as  active  in  the  Church  as 
be  should  have  been. 

How  many  of  us  are  as  diligent 
in  the  performance  of  our  duty? 


If  there  is  a  particularly  outstanding  performance 
in  snme  phase  of  Sunday  School  work  being 
done   in    your   stake,   ward   or   branch,   please 
report  it  to  Brother  Bennett,  who  should  be  ad- 
dressed:  Wallace  G.  Bennett,  The  Instructor,  50 
North  Main  Street,  Salt  Lake  City  1,  Utah. 


Teach  by  Discussing 

\  few  weeks  ago  the  Gospel  Doc- 
f*  trine  class  in  the  West  Jordan 
First  Ward,  West  Jordan  Stake, 
studied  the  lesson  on  loyalty  in  the 
Old  Testament  course.  The  discus- 
sion included  problems  facing  our 
public  schools.  It  was  at  the  time 
the  Deseret  News  was  conducting  a 
public  survey  on  school  problems. 

Class  members  voted  to  devote 
the  next  Sunday's  class  period  to  a 
discussion  of  school  problems.  Mem- 
bers were  given  specific  assignments 
to  determine  various  facts.  The  dis- 
cussion held  was  friendly,  orderly 
and  in  keeping  with  the  Sunday 
School  situation;  definite  conclu- 
sions were  purposely  not  reached. 
However,  each  class  member  agreed 
to  secure  ballots  and  vote  on  the 
issue. 

H.  W.  Jorgensen,  former  bishop 
of  the  ward,  assisted  Don  Parr,  the 
regular  class  instructor,  on  this  pro- 
ject. 


Good  Participation  by  Preparation 

/^ood  participation,  complete  order, 
*J  and  adequate  preparation  are 
features  of  Stanley  Hacking's  large 
class  of  "teenagers"  studying  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  in  South  Bounti- 
ful Ward  (Bountiful,  Utah). 

Each  member  of  the  class  is  given 
ample  opportunity  to  express  his  or 
her  thoughts.  Each  point  in  the  dis- 
cussion is  related  to  the  objective, 
and  is  exploited  to  insure  each  per- 
son's understanding. 

Brother  Hacking  has  at  his  finger- 
tips all  of  the  references  pertinent 
to  the  lessons.  Additional  enlighten- 
ment is  gained  by  his  reference  to 
scriptural  passages. 


Cards  Can  Introduce  You 

Ctake  board  members  of  Los  An- 
^  geles  Stake  are  introduced  to 
wards  they  visit  by  a  simple  but 
effective  calling  card. 

Superintendent  Harold  L.  Snow 
says  that  ward  superintendents  are 
all  pleased  to  know  the  exact  name 
and  assignment  of  each  Visitor.  The 
card  is  presented  at  the  start  of 
prayer  meeting.  The  cards  are  espe- 
cially valuable  where  there  are 
changes  of  stake  or  ward  officers— 
and  where  aren't  there  such 
changes?  W 


When   you   present   a   calling   card,   they 

know   both    your   name   and  stake   board 

assignment. 


Careful  Planning  Produces  100% 

''The  Sunday  School's  job  is  to  teach 
the  Gospel  to  every  member  of 
the  Church.  Faye  Brown,  Junior 
Sunday  School  coordinator  in  the 
Draper  First  Ward,  Mount  Jordan 
Stake,  takes  seriously  her  responsi- 
bility of  accounting  for  all  the  chil- 
dren who  should  be  in  Junior  Sun- 
day School. 

Before  the  recent  "100%  Sunday" 
was  held,  Sister  Brown  conducted 
the  regular  Junior  Sunday  School 
session  of  ward  faculty  meeting. 
There  were  14  of  the  17  officers  and 
teachers  of  the  Junior  Sunday  School 
present.  They  laid  extensive  plans 
to  contact  every  child  in  the  ward 
not  regularly  attending  Sunday 
School. 


14 


THE       INSTRUCTOR 


Before  "100%  Sunday"  came 
around,  15  personal  visits  were 
made,  15  cards  were  sent  out,  and 
phone  calls  were  made.  On  the 
special  day,  the  average  attendance 
of  115  was  exceeded  by  27  children. 
Three  children  were  found  who  had 
previously  not  been  known  to  reside 
in  the  ward. 

All  but  one  of  the  new  children 
have  been  back  since  "100%  Sun- 
day." The  children  come  back  be- 
cause the  teachers  are  well  prepared 
with  interesting  material.  One  rea- 
son for  their  good  preparation  is  that 
they  assist  each  other  at  faculty 
meetings  with  enrichment  material. 


Everyone  Helped— 'Til  It  Was  Done 

A  Nursery  class  of  30  crowded  into 
a  space  adequate  for  half  that 
number.  There  were  almost  no 
teaching  aids  and  insufficient  storage 
space  for  supplies  on  hand.  This 
was  the  condition  in  the  Coalville 
Ward,  Summit  Stake,  when  officers 
of  the  Junior  Sunday  School  decided 
to  improve  the  situation. 

An  additional  teacher  was  ap- 
pointed, and  the  class  was  divided. 
One  section  occupied  the  library 
room,  which  was  refurnished  with 
new  kindergarten  chairs  and  a  table 
cut  down  to  proper  height.  The 
other  section  retained  the  room 
previously  used  and  two  suitable 
tables. 

Playthings  were  solicited  from 
ward  members.  Children  were  en- 
couraged to  give  extra  toys.  Local 
merchants  donated  appropriate  toys 
from  their  stocks.  Choice  of  toys 
was  made  with  spiritual  experiences 
in  mind. 

Toys  were  divided  into  interest 
groups,  and  stored  in  blasting  pow- 
der boxes  from  the  nearby  mines. 
The  boxes  had  been  sanded  and 
painted.  Pictures  on  the  lids  labeled 
each  box. 

The  children  are  taught  to  identify 
the  toys  and  to  care  for  them  proper- 
ly. The  children  learn  to  share,  lead, 
follow  arid  grow  in  social  skills.  They 
have  a  feeling  of  belonging,  and  of 
personal  achievement.  They  are  re- 
ceiving fundamental  religious  con- 
cepts. 

Delia  Porter  is  Junior  Sunday 
School  coordinator,  and  Jane  C.  Jen- 
sen, assistant. 

"Start  with  what  you  have  and 
work  from  there." 


Teacher  Training  Valued 

^Peacher  training  graduates  of 
Millcreek  stake  praised  the  value 
of  teacher  training  at  their  recent 
graduation  exercises.  There  were  93 
graduates  and  six  of  them,  one  from 
each  ward,  were  featured  at  the 
exercises. 

Alfred  Bennion  is  stake  Sunday 
School  superintendent,  and  William 
Dbxey,  teacher  trainer.  Each  ward 
in  the  stake  had  an  active  teacher 
training  class. 

Typical  of  the  comments  made  by 
graduates  is  this  one  by  Tessie  Butts 
of  the  Millcreek  First  Ward: 

"The  course  I  took  in  teacher 
training  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most 
interesting  and  valuable  that  I  have 
ever  attended.  The  vital  nature  of 
the  material  plus  the  excellent  pre- 
sentation of  our  instructor,  Earl  Cat- 
mull,  and  the  liberal  exchange  of 
ideas  and  comments  between  class 
members  combined  to  make  the  les- 
sons absorbing.  One  thing  I  learned 
was  that  we  must  have  the  spirit  of 
the  Lord  with  us  before  we  can 
have  success  in  our  teaching." 


Leads  Community  Sunday  School 

Cister  LaVern  C.  Hale  is  a  faith- 
ful  Latter-day ,  Saint  who  takes 
her  religion  seriously.  She  and  her 
husband  live  at  Nipton,  Calif.,  in 
the  desert.  About  18  months  ago 
the  desert  people  selected  her  to 
teach  the  non-sectarian  Junior  Sun- 
day School  being  held  at  the  Nip- 
ton  Town  Hall  on  Thursday  after- 
noons. With  the  approval  of  her 
bishop  in  Las  Vegas,  Nev.,  she  ac- 
cepted. 

She  was  later  asked  to  fill  an 
opening  in  the  superintendency  of 
the  school.  After  getting  the  ap- 
proval of  LDS  authorities,  she 
agreed.  She  feels  she  was  selected 
to  fill  the  opening  because  she  was 
the  only  one  on  the  teaching  staff 
who  did  not  drink  or  smoke. 

Children  of  many  denominations 
come  to  Sister  Hale's  class.  She  has 
used  "Ancient  Apostles"  by  Presi- 
dent David  O.  McKay  as  a  text. 
Other  LDS  Sunday  School  materials 
are  on  their  way  to  Sister  Hale. 

In  commending  her  for  the  job 
she  is  doing,  General  Superintendent 
George  R.  Hill  wrote  to  her,  "The 
clean  lite  you  are  living  will  have  a 
lasting  effect  on  the  lives  of  your 
Sunday  School  youngsters." 


COMING  EVENTS 

January  3,  1954 

Advancement  of  Sunday 

School  Classes 


January  5,  1954 

Last  1953  Ward  Quarterly 

Report  and  1953  Annual  Ward 

Report  Sent  to  Stake  Secretary 


January  10, 1954 
'Bring  a  Friend"  Sunday 


February  5,  1954 

January,  1954,  Monthly  Report 

Sent  to  Stake  Secretary 


March  5,  1954 

February,  1954,  Monthly 

Report  Sent  to  Stake  Secretary 


Sharon  Stake  Sings 

Cunday  Schools  of  Sharon  Stake  as- 

sembled  at  the  Scera  Auditorium 

in  Orem,  Utah,  recently  for  a  sec- 

«&#.    «  ond    Music    Festi- 

Jm  '  M&.  va''  ^n*s  uni°iue 
i  m  musical  event  was 

organized    by 
«T!    *&&     Thomas    II.    Biggs. 
II  stake  board  musi- 
j  cal    director,    and 
patterned  after  the 
Welsh  Eisteddfod. 
The    congrega- 
tion participated  in 
Thomas  R.  Biggs     singing  most  of  the 

hymns  on  the  program.  Brother 
Biggs,  who  was  born  in  Wales,  feels 
that  such  a  program  gives  members 
of  the  Church  a  chance  to  learn  more 
about  Latter-day  Saint  hymns,  their 
context,  and  origin.  He  was  assisted 
in  planning  the  Festival  by  fellow 
stake  board  members  and  by  the 
choristers  and  organists  of  each  of 
the  seven  wards  in  the  stake.  The 
songs  selected  were  taught  and  re- 
hearsed in  Sunday  School. 

Dr.  Bruce  B.  Clark  of  Brigham 
Young  University  gave  a  short  com- 
mentary on  each  hymn  before  it 
was  sung.  Professor  Lawrence  Sar- 
doni,  conductor  of  the  BYU  Sym- 
phony Orchestra,  was  the  speaker 
of  the  evening. 

Invitations  were  extended  by  press 
and  radio  to  all  people  who  enjoyed 
hymn  singing. 

Radio  Station  KOVO  of  Provo 
recorded  the  entire  program  and  re- 
broadcast  it  at  10:30  the  same  eve- 
ning. The  broadcast  was  a  fitting 
climax  to  the  Sharon  Stake  Quarter- 
ly Conference. 
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Picture  Article 


Interior  of  the  Kirtland  Temple. 


HPhis  month  we  have  pictures  of  the  first  two  temples 

built  by  Latter-day  Saints. 

Each  was  a  work  of  extraordinary  faith.  There  was 
no  foreseeable  way  of  paying  for  these  structures,  and 
in  Kirtland  the  people  knew  little  or  nothing  of  the 
ordinances  which  were  to  be  solemnized  there.  Even 
the  principle  of  baptism  for  the  dead  was  not  revealed 
until  after  the  completion  of  the  Kirtland  Temple. 
These  sacred  ordinances  so  tremendous  in  scope  and 
meaning  must,  it  seems,  be  given  and  absorbed  little 
by  little.     .-.' ■ 

What  the  people  did  know  was  that  God  had  com- 
manded their  Prophet  to  build  a  temple.  So  a  temple 
must  be  built,  however  impossible  the  task  might 
seem.  Thus  began  the  era  of  temple  building  in  our 
dispensation. 


"THE  NAUVOO  TEMPLE' 


fto 


ie  cornerstone  of  the  Nauvoo  Temple  was  laid 
on  the  eleventh  anniversary  of  the  organization 
of  the  Church,  April  6,  1841.  Two  years  earlier 
there  had  been  30  buildings  in  the  city.  In  June, 
1841,  1,200  were  finished  and  hundreds  of  others 
in  progress.  November  21,  1841,  the  font  was 
dedicated  and  baptisms  for  the  dead  began.  In 
December,  1845,  the  Saints  began  receiving  their 
endowments,  many  rushing  the  work  in  the  suc- 
ceeding months,  before  they  had  to  flee  across 
the  icy  Mississippi.  On  April  30,  1836,  the  tem- 
ple was  secretly  dedicated. 

Joseph  also  saw  this  Temple  in  a  vision. 

The  structure,  of  white  limestone,  was  128  by 
88  feet,  and  65  feet  high.  The  top  of  the  spire 
was  165  feet  above  the  ground. 

On  the  outside  were  30  pilasters,  each  with  a 
hewn  relief  crescent  moon  at  the  base  and  ending 
in  a  capital  of  cut  stone.  This  depicted  the  face 
of  the  sun  allegorically,  featured  with  a  pair  of 
hands  holding  horns.  The  lovely  frieze  above- 
the  capitals  contained  30  star-stones. 

When  the  million  dollar  edifice  was  burned  by 
the  mobs,  Brigham  Young  was  glad  it  was  not 
left  standing  to  be  defiled  like  the  Kirtland 
Temple. 

( Cat  out  and  paste  on  back  of  mounted  picture. ) 


C^ach  a  .  .  . 

Work  of  Faith 

By  Ramona  W.  Cannon 


"THE  KIRTLAND  TEMPLE" 

'TRhe  beautiful  and  deeply  impressive  Kirtland 

Temple  was  commenced  in  June,  1833,  and 
completed  March  27,  1836.  The  Lord  himself  had 
revealed  the  design  and  the  measurements.  The 
expense  is  estimated  at  $70,000  or  more.  A  great 
deal  of  the  work  was  donated.  The  women 
boarded  the  men  workers  and  spun,  wove,  knitted, 
cut  out  and  made  clothing  for  them.  All  ate  as 
moderately  as  possible  so  that  money  could  go 
toward  the  great  project. 

The  Temple  was  80  feet  by  59,  and  57  feet 
high.  At  each  end  was  a  set  of  four  wide  pulpits, 
each  raised  higher  than  the  one  in  front.  The  in- 
terior could  be  divided  into  four  equal  parts  by 
curtains,  and  the  seats  were  made  with  backs 
that  could  slide  from  one  side  to  the  other,  so 
the  congregation  could  face  either  tier  of  pulpits 
—one  for  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  and  one  for  the 
Melchizedek  Priesthood. 

There  was  handsome  carving  and  painting, 
and  the  stucco  on  the  outside  was  mixed  with 
ground  glass  and  china  and  sparkled  in  the  sun. 
Note  the  slender  slabs  of  stone,  or  quoins,  which 
decorate  the  corners  from  foundation  to  eaves. 

Strangers  as  well  as  members  were  awed  by 
the  deeply  reverential  atmosphere  of  the  Temple, 
and  there  was  love  and  peace  in  the  hearts  of 
the  suffering  Saints. 

Attic  rooms  were  used  as  classrooms  for  study 
and  as  quorum  rooms. 

The  dedicatory  prayer  was  also  revealed  to 
Joseph  Smith.  Here  are  a  few  excerpts:  ".  .  . 
establish  a  house,  even  a  house  of  prayer,  a  house 
of  fasting,  a  house  of  faith,  a  house  of  learning, 
a  house  of  glory,  a  house  of  order,  a  house  of  God. 

"That  thy  glory  may  rest  down  upon  thy  people 
.  .  .  and  that  thy  holy  presence  may  be  continually 
in  this  house  ...  that  all  those  who  worship  in  this 
house  may  be  taught  words  of  wisdom  out  of  the 
best  books,  and  that  they  may  seek  learning  even 
by  study  and  also  by  faith  .  .  .  And  from  this  place 
they  may  bear  exceedingly  great  and  glorious 
tidings  in  truth  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth." 

During  the  dedicatory  period  a  great  Pente- 
costal outpouring  of  the  Spirit  was  experienced, 
with  visions  and  miracles,  and  the  Redeemer  him- 
self appeared  and  spoke  to  Joseph  Smith  and 
Oliver  Cowdery. 

( Cut  out  and  paste  on  back  of  mounted  picture. ) 


( Continued  on  page  30. ) 
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A  Story  for  Children 
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. . .  No  Other  Gods . . . 


w 


I 
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"Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods 
before  me. 

"Thou  shalt  not  make  unto  thee 
any  graven  image,  or  any  likeness 
of  any  thing  that  is  in  heaven  above, 
or  that  is  in  the  earth  beneath,  or 
that  is  in  the  water  under  the  earth:" 
-Exodus  20:3-4. 


irPHE  Children  of  Israel,  to  whom 
the  Lord  .gave  the  Ten  Com- 
mandments, had  lived  in  Egypt  for 
over  four  hundred  years.  They 
went  there,  you  remember,  at  the 
tiiie  of  the  great  famine  when  Jo- 
seph was  the  ruler  of  Egypt;  also 
with  the  Lord's  permission  and 
blessing.  God  had  said  to  Jacob 
who  was  their  leader  at  that  time, 
"I  am  God,  the  God  of  thy  father; 
fear  not  to  go  down  into  Egypt;  for 
I  will  there  make  of  thee  a  great 
nation.  I  will  go  down  with  thee 
into  Egypt;  and  I  will  also  surely 
bring  thee  up  again:  .  .  ."  (Genesis 
46:3.) 

During  the  time  that  they  were  in 
Egypt  the  Israelites  were  happy  that 
they  knew  about  God,  what  He 
looked  like  and  what  His  rules  of 
happiness  were.  They  knew  that 
"God  created  man  in  his  own  image, 
.  .  .  male  and  female  created  he 
them,"  (Genesis  1:27.) 

When  they  looked  at  each  other 
they  knew  that  God  had  a  body  like 
they  did,  and  that  He  could  see, 
hear,  think  and  talk  just  as  they 
could.  They  knew  that  He  was  their 
Father  and  that  they  were  His  chil- 
dren. They  knew,  too,  that  God  had 
appeared  to  and  talked  with  Adam, 
the  very  first  man  who  lived  on  this 
earth.  He  had  also  walked  and 
talked  with  Noah  who  built  the  ark 
just  before  the  great  flood.  He  had 
spoken  with  Abraham  many  times. 
He  had  appeared  to  Jacob  and  had 
blessed  him  because  of  his  obedience 
to  God's  commands.  Now,  in  their 
time,  Moses  had  seen  and  talked 
with  God.  How  could  anyone  think 
of  God  as  being  different  than  He 
really  is?  But  they  did. 


By  Marie  Fox  Felt 

In  Egypt,  the  people,  other  than 
the  Israelites  liked  to  worship,  too. 
These  people  were  called  Egyptians. 
They  thought  that  the  sun  and  the 
rain  were  powerful  Gods  who  should 
be  worshipped  because  they  helped 
to  make  plants  grow  so  that  they 
would  have  food  to  eat.  They  didn't 
believe  that  there  was  a  God  who 
had  created  the  sun  and  the  rain 
and  was  much  more  powerful  than 
they.  The  great  River  Nile  which 
watered  the  land  also  was  wor- 
shipped as  a  God.  Some  animals, 
birds  and  insects,  they  thought  were 
Gods  and  so  tried  to  please  them. 
They  would  even  make  images  of 
these  things  and  have  them  in  their 
homes  so  that  they  could  bow  down 
and  pray  to  them. 

Now,  with  all  that  the  Israelites 
knew  about  God— what  He  looked 
like  and  how  powerful  He  was— 
some  of  them  began  to  do  as  the 
Egyptians  did.  They  began  to  wor- 
ship the  things  that  God  had  made 
instead  of  God  Himself.  This  was 
not  pleasing  to  God  so  He  let  them 
know  again  that  when  they  prayed 
and  worshipped,  they  should  pray 
to  and  worship  Him  and  none  other. 
Every  time  they  read  or  talked  of 
the  Ten  Commandments  they  would 
be  reminded  of  the  right  thing  to  do. 

It  was  not  too  long  ago,  in  the 
year  1820,  that  God  the  Father  and 
His  Son  Jesus  Christ  appeared  on 
this  earth  to  a  young  boy  named 
Joseph  Smith.  Again  we  know  that 
God  has  a  body  such  as  we  have 
and  that  we  were  made  to  be  like 
Him.  Joseph  Smith  saw  Him.  He 
also  saw  Jesus  Christ. 

They  came  together  to  answer  a 
question  that  Joseph  had  asked  of 
them.  After  telling  us  of  how  he 
had  gone  into  the  woods  to  pray 
and  of  the  things  that  happened  to 
him  after  he  started  to  pray,  he  said, 
"When  the  light  rested  upon  me,  I 
saw  two  personages,  whose  bright- 
ness and  glory  defy  all  description, 
standing  above  me  in  the  air.  One 
of  them  spake  unto  me,  calling  me 


it 


And  the  Lord  said,  "Thou  shalt  not  make 
unto  thee  any  graven  image,  .  .  ." 


by  name  and  said,  pointing  to  the 
other— This  is  my  beloved  Son.  Hear 
him!"  (Joseph  Smith  2:17.) 

From  this  revelation  we  again 
know  that  God  is  a  person  and  that 
he  has  lips  with  which  to  speak  and 
hands  and  feet  and  that  we  are  like 
Him  in  appearance.  We  know  that 
God  made  us  and  the  wonderful 
world  in  which  we  live.  We  know 
that  He  is  our  Father  and  that  we 
are  His  children.  In  gratitude  for 
the  wonderful  bodies  that  we  have 
and  the  beautiful  world  in  which  we 
live  and  the  opportunities  which  He 
gives  to  us,  it  is  a  privilege  to  be  al- 
lowed to  worship  God  and  to  serve 
Him. 

When  God  said  in  the  Ten  Com- 
mandments that  "Thou  shalt  have 
no  other  Gods  before  me,"  He  had 
a  right  to  tell  the  Israelites  and  us 
that  very  thing.  He  is  our  Father 
and  our  God  and  the  creator  of  all 
that  we  enjoy.  In  recognition  of 
this  He  wants  to  be  first  in  our 
hearts  and  our  affections.  Let  each 
of  us  always  remember  that: 

"I  am  God's  little  child,  that  is  better 
than  all, 

He  bids  me  obey  Him.    I'll  follow 
His  call; 

My  love  and  my  service  I'll  grate- 
fully give, 

And  praise  Him  and  bless  Him  as 
long  as  I  live." 

—Caroline  A.  Mason. 

Text:  Exodus  20:3. 

Pictures:  Standard  Publishing  Co. 
No.  132,  "The  Golden  Calf," 
No.  390,  "Moses  Receives  the 
Tablets." 
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Lesson  Enrichment  Suggestions 


Photo  by  Otto  Done. 

THE  SACRED  GROVE 

One  o/  more  than  70  pictured  scenes  and 

maps  in  Brother  Burton's  book  to  guide 

Church  history  students  on  study  tours. 


To  Guide  Student  or  Traveler 

Mormon  Trail  from  Vermont  to 
Utah,  by  Alma  P.  Burton,  published 
by  Deseret  Book  Company,  $1.00. 

Alma  P.  Burton  is  a  member  of 
"^  the  faculty  of  Brigham  Young 
University.  His  book  contains  ex- 
cellent enrichment  material  for 
Courses  No.  6  and  12  on  Church  his- 
tory. It  is  full  of  authentic  pictures 
and  maps  as  well  as  factual  data 
concerning  early  Church  events. 
Excellent  for: 

Course  No.  6,  ("History  of  the 

Church  for  Children"), 
Course  No.  12  ("History  of  the 
Restored  Church"). 


With  Calmness  of  Spirit 

Victory  Over  Fear,  a  book  in  brief 
by  James  Bender,  September  issue, 
Your  Life. 

T~\o  circumstances  of  modern  living 
often  send  you  to  Sunday  School 
flustered,  unhappy,  fearful  and 
tense?  Do  you  feel  that  you  will  be 
unable  to  convey  lesson  material  to 
students  with  calmness  and  spirit? 

If  you  do,  read  "Victory  Over 
Fear." 

Mr.  Bender  recommends  a  few 
exercises  in  self-discipline  as  an  anti- 
dote for  this  feeling.  Replace  fear 
with  faith.  To  do  so  one  must 
strengthen  faith  to  prevent  fear. 
Make  faith  direct  your  actions.  Let 
your    actions    prove   your    faith    in 


Let  a  Picture  Help  You  Tell  It 


Minnie  E.  Anderson 


God,  in  people  and  in  yourself.  Ex- 
hibit warmth  and  love  and  use  these 
with  common  sense  to  solve  your 
problems.  Be  completely  unselfish; 
recognize  that  spiritual  realities  and 
moral  principles  are  of  supreme 
value.  Then  common  sense  and  faith 
will  come  to  your  rescue  and  calm- 
ness and  spirit  will  be  your  reward. 

Helpful    for    all    Sunday    School 
teachers. 


Unusual  Book  of  Mormon  Facts 

Treasures  Unearthed,  by  Ora  Pate 
Stewart,  published  by  Bookcraft, 
$1.00. 

"Vou  will  discover  many  unusual 
facts  about  the  Book  of  Mormon 
if  you  read  Treasures  Unearthed,  by 
Ora  Pate  Stewart.  In  her  book  Mrs. 
Stewart  has  not  discussed  Gospel 
content  but  rather  aspects  which 
the  reader  is  not  apt  to  uncover. 

The  scope  of  Mrs.  Stewart's  book 
is  revealed  in  such  chapter  headings 
as:  "God  Blessed  America;"  "How 
Gradual  was  the  Coming  of  the 
Lamanite  Curse;"  "The  Temple  in 
the  Andes;"  "The  Three  Anti- 
christs;" "Where  Do  We  Get  the 
Name  Mormon;"  "When  did  Christ 
come  to  America;"  "Transportation 
and  Communication;"  "Arts,  Indus- 
tries and  Professions;"  and  "Some 
Relics  of  Book  of  Mormon  Times." 

A  helpful  chapter  for  Sunday 
School  teachers  of  Course  No.  16 
( "Gospel  Message" )  and  Course  No. 
10  ( "Life  of  Christ'? )  is  "Some  Relics 
of  Book  of  Mormon  Times."  Here 
are  discussed  the  source  records  of 
the  Book  of  Mormon.  Many  remark- 
able truths  about  the  records  and 
their  history  are  disclosed. 

Sunday  School  students  will  be 
interested  in  learning  that  Moroni 
made  an  early  flag  in  America.  This 
Moroni  was  not  the  son  of  Mormon, 
but  a  great  leader  and  commander 


of  Nephite  armies  during  the  time 
of  Helaman.  We  are  told  that  Mo- 
roni rent  his  coat  and  took  a  piece 
from  it  and  wrote:  "In  memory  of 
our  God,  our  religion,  and  freedom, 
and  our  peace,  our  wives,  and  our 
children." 

He  then  fastened  it  to  a  pole  and 
called  it,  "The  Title  of  Liberty."  And 
he  caused  this  flag  to  be  placed  upon 
every  tower  in  all  the  land. 

Mrs.  Stewart's  book  is  full  of  just 
such  incidents  of  interest.  The 
reader  will  find  many  treasures  witfe- 
in  the  Book  of  Mormon.  According 
to  Mrs.  Stewart,  its  jewels  are  not 
rare  gems  of  monetary  value  but 
precious  truths  of  eternal  value  to 
man. 

This  book  is  a  helpful  aid  for: 

Course   No.    16    ("The   Gospel 
Message"),  Chapters  9-11; 

Course  No.   10   ("The  Life   of 
Christ"),  Chapter  45. 


To  Vitalize  and  Color 

Attention,  teachers!  Has  it  been 
"^  difficult  to  find  suitable  pictures, 
maps  and  charts  to  vitalize  and  give 
color  to  your  lessons?  You'll  be 
happy  to  learn  of  the  Visual  Arts 
Company,  a  small  growing  concern 
organized  for  the  express  purpose  of 
supplying  these  needs  to  the  Church 
auxiliary  organizations. 

Milton  Jenkins  Jones  is  prepared 
to  furnish  you  flannelboards  (in  a 
compact  container),  easel  books  with 
pictures  and  stories  of  Sunday 
School  subjects,  colored  and  black- 
and-white  pictures— both  large  and 
small  of  Church  history  and  Bibli- 
cal events— temples  of  today  and  ex- 
cellent charts  (which  tell  at  a  glance 
what  might  take  hours  of  reading 
to  do ) .  These  and  many  more  help- 
ful visual  aids  may  be  purchased  at 
a  nominal  cost. 

Write  Visual  Arts  Company,  P.O. 


18 


THE       INSTRUCTOR 


Box  1164,  Studio  City  Station,  North 
Hollywood,  Calif.,  for  a  catalog  and 
price  list. 


Where  To  Find  It 

4 

Another  abundant  source  of  vis- 
ual  aids  is  the  Sunday  School 
department  of  the  Deseret  Book 
Company,  44  East  South  Temple, 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  This  section 
is  on  the  second  floor  of  the  build- 
ing. 

You  will  be  surprised  at  the 
numerous  charts,  maps,  colored  pic- 
tures of  Book  of  Mormon  and  Bible 
events  and  other  useful  lesson  aids 
that  are  available.  You  may  now 
purchase  single  pictures,  or  sets  at 
the  Deseret  Book  Company. 


Maps  of  Bible  lands,  Palestine  and 
the  Roman  Empire  may  be  pur- 
chased for  60  cents,  75  cents,  $1.50 
and  up. 


Audio-visual  Assistance 

•T^he  Brigham  Young  University  Ex- 
1  tension  Division  offers  for  rental 
from  their  audio-visual  aid  center 
an  excellent  collection  of  motion 
pictures,  filmstrips,  glass  slides, 
graphic  arts  and  productions,  disc 
recordings  and  tape  recordings.  A 
catalog  is  ready  to  mail  to  every 
ward  librarian  or  bishopric  by  writ- 
ing the  Audio-visual  Center,  Ex- 
tension Division,  Brigham  Young 
University,  Provo,  Utah. 

These  aids  are  available  also  to 


Sunday  School  teachers  and  others 
interested. 


Superb  Picture  Magazine 

The  new  "Pioneer"  edition  of 
Ideals  Magazine  illustrates  outstand- 
ing phases  of  pioneer  life  that  will 
add  interest  to  Course  No.  6  ("His- 
tory of  the  Church  for  Children") 
and  Course  No.  12  ("History  of  the 
Restored  Church").  The  address  for 
Ideals  Magazine  is  Ideals  Publish- 
ing Company,  3510  West  St.  Paul 
Ave.,  Milwaukee  1,  Wis. 

The  Christmas  issue  of  Ideals 
Magazine  is  a  delightful  number, 
full  of  beautiful  thoughts  and  pic- 
tures. Teachers  of  Course  No.  10 
("The  Life  of  Christ")  will  find  in 
it  many  things  of  interest  to  Lesson 
7. 


Miniature  copies  of  four  large  illustrations  selected  from  the  many  Church  history  subjects  available  at  the  Visual 

Arts  Co.;  they  supply  flannelboard,  groove  board,  cut-out  and  easel  pictures. 


* 


By  the  Faith  of  Two 

President  Henry  A.  Matis, 
Finnish  Mission 


"rpArra  to   move   mountains"   ex- 

emplifies   the   story   of  Anders 

Johansson  and  his  wife  Lovisa.  Born 

in  the  northern 
part  of  Finland, 
along  the  shores 
of  the  Gulf  of 
Bothnia,  in  the 
middle  of  the 
nineteenth  cen- 
tury, they  made 
their  living  by 
farming  and 
fishing.  Their 
quiet  pattern  of  life  was  suddenly 
changed  about  75  years  ago  when 
Mormon  missionaries  arrived  in 
Larsmo.  Because  of  religious  in- 
tolerance, they  met  in  secret  meet- 
ings where  the  Gospel  was  quietly 
preached  to  them.  From  literature 
smuggled  into  their  home  their  testi- 
monies grew  until  they  entered  the 
waters    of    baptism    on   July    1880, 

*  Written  especially  for  The  Instructor. 


which  made  them  the  first  members 
of  the  Church  in  Finland. 

Many  years  passed  without  con- 
tact with  the  Church.  Religious  pre- 
judice and  insults  from  their  fellow 
men  made  Brother  Johansson  and 
his  wife  think  of  their  plight— alone 
—with  only  their  Heavenly  Father  to 
help  them.  Many  times  to  bolster 
their  testimonies  they  read  their 
Swedish  Book  of  Mormon,  printed 
in  pamphlet  form,  and  went  into 
the  woods  nearby  to  pray  for  faith 
that  they  might  persevere.  After  30 
years  alone,  thinking,  studying, 
praying  and  testifying  to  their  fel- 
low men,  Brother  Johansson  con- 
verted and  baptized  Viktor  Berg  and 
Matts  Herman  Ronnqvist.  The 
mountain  of  prejudice  began  to 
move  and  the  Gospel  started  to 
spread. 

Intermittent  contact  with  mission- 
aries from  the  Swedish  Mission  and 
the  exercise  of  faith  by  the  small 


group  gradually  changed  the  only 
meeting,  a  monthly  testimony  meet- 
ing, to  weekly  meetings.  Baptism  of 
their  children,  children's  children, 
many  friends  and  investigators  re- 
warded the  faith  of  Anders  Jo- 
hansson and  his  wife. 

Their  Heavenly  Father  had  also 
been  blessing  their  native  land  dur- 
ing their  lifetime.  Intolerance  had 
changed  to  religious  freedom;  servi- 
tude to  other  powers  had  changed 
to  independence  for  Finland. 

Long  after  their  death  Elder  Ezra 
Taft  Benson,  in  1946,  rededicated 
Finland  to  the  preaching  of  the  Re- 
stored Gospel.  In  1947  the  Finnish 
Mission  was  opened  and  in  1948  a 
chapel  was  erected  in  Larsmo.  All 
of  this  because  of  the  faithful  perse- 
verance of  this  Latter-day  Saint 
couple  who  had  withstood  persecu- 
tion by  being  as  firm  as  the  granite 
rocks  of  their  native  Finland. 
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Scripture  Memorization  for  March 


<•<. 


. . .  Remember  the  Words . . . 


•>•> 


* 


HISTORY  OF  THE  CHURCH 
FOR  CHILDREN 

Course  No.  6 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  I,  Nephi, 
said  unto  my  father:  I  will  go  and 
do  the  things  which  the  Lord  hath 
commanded,  for  I  know  that  the 
Lord  giveth  no  commandments  unto 
the  children  of  men,  save  he  shall 
prepare  a  way  for  them  that  they 
may  accomplish  the  thing  which  he 
commanded  them. 

-1  Nephi  3:7. 


OLD  TESTAMENT  STORIES 

Course  No.  8 

I  have  shewed  you  all  things,  how 
that  so  labouring  ye  ought  to  sup- 
port the  weak,  and  to  remember  the 
words  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  how  he 
said,  It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than 
to  receive. 

-Acts  20:35. 


THE  LIFE  OF  CHRIST 

Course  No.  10 

...  It  is  written,  That  man  shall 
not  live  by  bread  alone,  but  by 
every  word  of  God. 

—Luke  4:4. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  RESTORED 
CHURCH 

Course  No.  12 

Behold,  I  will  send  you  Elijah  the 
prophet  before  the  coming  of  the 
great  and  dreadful  day  of  the  Lord. 

And  he  shall  turn  the  heart  of 
the  fathers  to  the  children,  and  the 
heart  of  the  children  to  their  fa- 
thers, lest  I  come  and  smite  the 
earth  with  a  curse. 

—Malachi  4:5-6. 


"See  Course  No.  8. 


PRINCIPLES  OF  THE  GOSPEL 

Course  No.  14 

And  this  gospel  of  the  kingdom 
shall  be  preached  in  all  the  world 
for  a  witness  unto  all  nations;  and 
then  shall  the  end  come. 

-Matthew  24:14. 


TN    reply  to    The    Instructor's    ques- 
tion concerning  methods  for  learn- 
ing  scripture,    Creed    Raymond    an- 
swered: 

I  study  the  selected  scripture  care- 
fully to  be  sure  of  its  meaning  and 
to  fasten  in  my  mind  the  sequence 
of  thoughts.  Making  a  copy  on  note 
cards,  I  take  advantage  of  bus  or 
car  ride  times  and  mental  lulls  dur- 
ing the  day  to  repeat  phrase  after 
phrase  until  they  are  fastened  in  my 
memory.  I  must  then  pay  sufficient 
and  regular  attention  to  the  memor- 
ized scriptures  in  order  to  keep  them 
alive  and  useful.  I  have  found  no 
short-cuts  that  will  eliminate  effort. 


THE  GOSPEL  MESSAGE 

Course  No.  16 

Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all 
nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of 
the  Holy  Ghost: 

-Matthew  28:19. 

PROVING  YOUR  PEDIGREE 

Course  No.  20 

We  have  a  work  to  do  just  as  im- 
portant in  its  sphere  as  the  Savior's 
work  was  in  its  sphere.  Our  fathers 
cannot  be  made  perfect  without  us; 
we  cannot  be  made  perfect  without 
them.  They  have  done  their  work 
and  now  sleep.  We  are  now  called 
upon  to  do  ours;  .  .  . 

—Discourses  of  Brigham  Young, 

p.  623. 


TEACHER  TRAINING 

Course  No.  22 

.  .  .  Simon,  son  of  Jonas,  lovest 
thou  me  more  than  these?  He  saith 
unto  him,  yea,  Lord;  thou  knowest 
that  I  love  thee.  He  saith  unto  him, 
Feed  my  lambs. 

-John  21:15. 


PARENT  AND  CHILD 

Course  No.  24 

My  son,  hear  the  instruction  of 
thy  father,  and  forsake  not  the  law 
of  thy  mother: 

For  they  shall  be  an  ornament  of 
grace  unto  thy  head,  and  chains 
about  thy  neck. 

—Proverbs  1:8,  9. 


TEACHINGS  OF  THE 
NEW  TESTAMENT 

Course  No.  26 

No  man  can  serve  two  masters: 
for  either  he  will  hate  the  one,  and 
love  the  other;  or  else  he  will  hold 
to.  the  one,  and  despise  the  other. 
Ye  cannot  serve  God  and  mammon. 

—Matthew  6:24. 


TEACHINGS  OF  THE 
ROOK  OF  MORMON 

Course  No.  28 

.  .  .  Rehold,  I  am  Jesus  Christ  .  .  . 

.  .  .  Seest  thou  that  ye  are  created 
after  mine  own  image? 

Behold,  this  body,  ...  is  the  body 
of  my  spirit;  .  .  .  and  even  as  I  ap- 
pear unto  thee  to  be  in  the  spirit 
will  I  appear  unto  my  people  in  the 
flesh. 

-Ether  3:14,  15,  16. 
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Superintendents 
^rnitntctor 

Director  Follow-up 

By  General  Superintendent  George  R.  Hilt 


Uave  you  read  "New  Office— In- 
structor  Director"  in  the  Nov., 
1953,  Instructor,  p.  340?  At  a  Nov., 
1953,  Sunday  School  convention  that 
question  was  asked.  The  replies  were 
illuminating.  An  Instructor  director 
for  each  stake  and  ward  Sunday 
School  board  is  the  desire  of  the 
General  Board. 

A  functioning  Instructor  director 
is  the  person  who  can  make  the  ex- 
cellence of  Sunday  School  teaching 
reach  a  new  high  in  all  departments 

of  the  Sunday  School.  How?  By 
previewing  the  current  Instructor  at 
the  monthly  ward  faculty  meeting 
and  by  so  classifying  the  contents  of 
each  Instructor  and  maintaining  a 
file  through  the  years  so  that  the  dy- 
namic needs  of  each  Sunday  School 
course  as  to  enrichment,  inspiration, 
illustration,  application  and  motiva- 
tion can  be  easily  met.  Then  busy 
officers  and  teachers  of  whatever 
course   or  activity  can  quickly  get 


what  is  currently  applicable  in  their 
particular  lesson  or  assignment  of 
the  day.  When  teachers  and  officers 
really  study  The  Instructor  in  the 
light  of  such  a  preview,  none  would 
think  of  being  without  it. 

The  Instructor  director  is  the  per- 
son to  whom  the  local  superintend- 
ent will  look  to  keep  The  Instructor 
coming  to  the  homes  of  all  teachers 
and  officers;  the  person  who  will 
take  the  subscriptions  of  all  new 
teachers  as  they  respond  to  the  call 
to  teach;  the  person  to  whom  new 
teachers  will  turn  for  a  wealth  of 
classified  information  to  capture  and 
hold  the  interest  of  their  precious 
charges. 

The  General  Board  will  continue 
the  drive  for  subscriptions  until  The 
Instructor  is  in  the  home  of  and 
being  studied  by  every  Sunday 
School  worker  because  those  who 
take  advantage  of  Instructor  helps 
are  better  presiding  officers,  secre- 
taries, choristers,  organists,  coordina- 


te director  is  the  person  to  whom  the 
superintendent  will  look  to  see  that  the 
greatest  value  is  received  from  each  issue. 


tors,  teachers,  librarians,  2V2-minute 
talk  directors,  greeters,  enlistment 
personnel,  parents  of  growing  chil- 
dren and  home  Sunday  School  en- 
rollees  than  those  who  do  not. 

Sunday  School  stake  and  ward 
superintendencies  will  continue  the 
drive  for  new  subscriptions  and  re- 
newals till  that  goal  is  reached.  Un- 
til and  after  it  is  reached  they  will 
put  every  facility  into  the  hands  of 
The  Instructor  director  to  make  the 
messages  The  Instructor  carries 
reach,  inspire  and  motivate  every 
member  of  the  Church  to  activity 
and  diligence  in  living  the  Gospel  of 
Tesus  Christ. 


AREA  1 

Superintendent  George  R.  Hill, 
Adviser. 

Area    1:    Junior   Sunday   School   Co- 
ordinator Eva  May  Green. 
Music:      Beth    Hooper,    Edith    M. 
Nash. 

The    Instructor:      Marie    F.    Felt, 
Hazel  W.  Lewis. 
Course  1— la:  Addie  L.  Swapp, 

Addie  J.  Gilmore. 
Course  2:  Hazel  F.  Young. 
Course  3:   Claribel  W.  Aldous. 
Course  4:   Margaret  Hopkinson. 
Course  5:  Margaret  Kitto,  Mima 

Rasband. 


DESERET  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
UNION 

GENERAL  BOARD  AREA  AND  COURSE  COMMITTEES 


AREAS  2  and  3 

Superintendent  Lynn  S. 

Richards,  Adviser. 

Area   2:     Courses    6-9,    Coordinator: 

A.  Parley  Bates. 

Music:   Florence  S.  Allen,  Newell 
B.  Weight. 

Genealogy:  Archibald  F.  Bennett. 
Course  6:   Lucy  G.  Sperry. 
Course  7:   Melba  Glade. 
Course  8:   Inez  Witbeck. 
Course  9:   Lorna  C.  Alder. 
Area  3:  Courses  10-13,  Coordinator: 

Ralph  B.  Keeler. 

Music:  Vernon  J.  LeeMaster,  Del- 
mar  Dickson. 

Genealogy:  Archibald  F.  Bennett. 


Course  10:  Minnie  E.  Anderson. 

Course  11:  F.  Wayne  Roskelley. 

Course  12:  W.    Lowell    Castle- 
ton. 

Course  13:  Alva  H.  Parry. 

AREAS  4  and  5 

Superintendent  David  Lawrence 

McKay,  Adviser. 

Area  4:  Courses  14-19,  Coordinator: 
Henry  Eyring. 
Music:  David  A.  Shand,  Clair  W. 

Johnson. 
Genealogy:  A.  William  Lund. 

Course  14:   Wilford  M.  Burton. 

Course  15:   Leland  H.  Monson. 

Courses  16,  18:  Earl  J.  Glade. 

Courses  17,   19:  Henry  Isaksen. 


Area  5:  Courses  20-29,  Coordinator: 
William  E:   Berrett. 
Music:    Alexander  Schreiner,   Nor- 
man R.  Gulbrandsen. 
Genealogy:   A.  William  Lund. 
Courses    20-21:    Genealogy,    A- 
William   Lund,   Archibald   F. 
Bennett. 
Courses    24-25:     Family    Rela- 
tions,   Camille    W.    Halliday, 
Asahel  D.  Woodruff. 
Courses  26-27:  Gospel  Doctrine, 
Gerrit   de   Jong,    Jr.,   J.   Hol- 
man  Waters. 
Courses    28-29 :       Investigators, 
Carl  J.  Christensen,  James  L. 
Barker,   Wallace   G.    Bennett, 
Marie  F.  Felt. 


/^et  into  your  hearts,  young  people, 
^Jto  prepare  yourselves  to  go  out 
into  the  world  where  you  can  get 
on  your  knees  and  draw  nearer  to 
the  Lord  than  in  any  other  labor. 

—Heber  J.  Grant. 


Tt  is  the  commandment  of  the  Lord 
that  we  shall  remember  God  morn- 
ing and  evening  and,  as  the  Book 
of  Mormon  tells  us,  "at  all  times." 
We  should  carry  with  us  the  spirit 
of    prayer    throughout   every    duty 


that  we  have  to  perform  in  life.  Why 
should  we?  One  of  the  simple  rea- 
sons that  appeals  to  my  mind  with 
great  force  is  that  man  is  so  utterly 
dependent  upon  God! 

—Joseph  F.  Smith. 
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Hymn  for  the  Month  of  March 


66 


Christ  the  Lord  Is  Risen  Today" 


iyt arch,  1954,  "Christ  the  Lord  Is 
Risen  Today,"  Hymns— Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints, 
No.  10. 

FOR  CHORISTERS :  Charles 
Wesley,  author  of  some  6,500  hymns 
was  born  in  England  in  1708.  He 
was  the  son  of  an  English  clergy- 
man and  the  youngest  in  a  family 


of  18  children.  Four  thousand  of 
his  hymns  were  published  during  his 
lifetime. 

This  exalted  hymn  imparts  the 
message  of  our  Saviour's  resurrec- 
tion. It  is  filled  with  joy  and  should 
be  sung  with  a  vigorous  tone  and 
in  a  marked  style,  particularly  in  the 
first  and  second  measures  of  each 
line.    Let  us  be  certain  .the  slurred 


Sacrament  Music  and  Gem 

For  the  Month  of  March 
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SACRAMENT  GEM 


Jesus  said,  ". 

unto  you,  That  ye  love  one  another;  as  I  have 


A  new  commandment  I  give 
ye  love  one  another;  a 
loved  you,  that  ye  also  love  one  another. 
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notes  on  the  word  "Alleluia"  are  not 
retarded.  Measure  three  in  each 
line  has  an  interesting  duet  passage 
between  soprano  and  bass.  Care 
must  be  exercised  in  singing  these 
florid  passages  with  exactness.  Try 
making  a  crescendo  in  the  last  part 
of  lines  one  and  two.  This  will  give 
importance  to  the  descending  mel- 
odic line  and  help  to  build  for  the 
major  musical  climax  that  occurs  in 
line  four. 

If  we  catch  the  spirit  of  the  Gos- 
pel message  in  this  hymn,  our  sing- 
ing will  have  good  interpretation 
and  every  one  will  be  pleased. 

—Vernon  J.  LeeMaster. 


FOR  ORGANISTS:  There  are 
four  lines  in  this  hymn,  each  con- 
cluding with  the  word  "Alleluia," 
meaning  "Praise  Ye  Jehovah."  Play 
all  the  "Alleluias"  in  your  best  legato 
manner,  but  play  everything  else 
marcato.  That  is  the  style  in  which 
it  is  sung  quite  naturally  and  with- 
out thinking  about  it  on  the  part  of 
the  singers.  But  organists  should 
play  their  keys  thoughtfully  in  this 
hymn,  and  imitate  the  style  of  the 
singers  as  they  sing  marcato,  and 
then  legato. 

We  recommend  a  bright  registra- 
tion with  four-foot  stops  and  octave 
couplers,  and  with  the  tremulando 
off. 

As  to  pedals,  they  can  well  be 
omitted  for  the  first  three  "Alleluias." 
For  the  final  "Alleluia"  in  each 
stanza,  you  may  play  a  simpler  bass, 
with  four  half -notes  as  follows:  D, 
G,  A,  D.  This  is  quite  standard  pro- 
cedure. Beethoven  and  Bach  often 
simplified  the  bass  line  when  played 
by  <iontra-bass  or  organ  pedals. 

Here  is  an  example  of  superb,  con- 
gregational music  comprising  joyful, 
majestic  and  serious  qualities  which 
will  surely  result  in  an  inspiring 
rendition. 

—Alexander  Schreiner. 
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Ward  Faculty  Lesson  for  March 

Alma's  Instructions 

to 
His  Son,  Shiblon 


By  Leland  H.  Monson 

What  is  more  natural  than  a  father's  desire  to 
give  from  his  own  experience  that  his  son  might 
benefit?  Alma  was  no  different  as  he  spoke  to 
Shiblon  .  .  . 


Objective: 

Analysis  of  some  Gospel  principles  basic  to  a  happy 
life  that  were  presented  by  Alma  to  his  son,  Shiblon. 

Basic  Principles  for  Discussion 

I.  Alma  contributed  to  the  happiness  of  Shiblon  by 
encouraging  him  to  be  industrious. 

A.  "That  man  is  idle  who  does  less  than  he  can." 

B.  There  is  a  curative  power  in  work. 

C.  Industriousness  promotes  success. 

II.  Alma  contributed  to  the  happiness  of  Shiblon  by 
encouraging  him  to  be  patient  in  adversity. 

A.  Patience  contributes  peace  of  mind. 

B.  The  oriental  civilizations  give  us  our  best  ex- 
amples of  patience. 

III.  Alma  contributed  to  the  happiness  of  Shiblon  by 
encouraging  him  to  shun  pride. 

A.  Pride  is  one  of  the  seven  deadly  sins. 

B.  Our  pride  is  injurious  to  others.  (Book  of 
Jacob. ) 

C.  We  must  have  self-esteem,  but  not  pride. 

IV.  Alma  contributed  to  the  happiness  of  Shiblon  by 
encouraging  him  to  bridle  the  sins  of  the  disposi- 
tion. 

A.  Anger,  hatred,  revenge,  envy,  greed,  lust  are 
all  sins  of  the  disposition. 

B.  The  man  who  suffers  most  is  the  individual  who 
allows  these  sins  of  the  disposition  to  take  con- 
trol. Man  will  either  learn  to  control  these  sins 
or  some  day  they  will  control  him. 

C.  Study  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  in  conjunction 
with  these  sins. 

V.  Alma  contributed  to  the  happiness  of  Shiblon  by 


encouraging  him  to  be  temperate  in  all  things. 

A.  Overeating  is  here  condemned. 

B.  Overwork  is  bad. 

C.  Study  temperance  in  connection  with  our  Word 
of  Wisdom. 

VI.  Alma  contributed  to  the  happiness  of  Shiblon  by 
encouraging  him  to  adopt  the  right  attitude  in 
prayer. 

Method  of  Teaching: 

This  lesson  is  to  be  presented  by  means  of  a  panel 
discussion.  Each  one  of  the  six  main  headings  should 
be  assigned  one  month  in  advance  to  six  class  mem- 
bers who  are  to  participate  in  the  panel  discussion. 
Have  each  student  on  the  panel  prepare  a  five-minute 
talk  on  his  assigned  subject.  Instruct  him  to  make 
certain  that  his  development  of  his  subject  contributes 
to  the  lesson  objective.  After  the  five-minute  talks 
have  been  given,  then  the  panel  chairman  should  en- 
courage a  lively  discussion  among  panel  members. 

The  panel  discussion  is  one  of  our  newer  methods  of 
class  instruction.  We  should  become  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  its  use.  Teachers  should  be  encouraged 
to  use  this  method  of  teaching  as  a  means  of  giving 
variety  to  their  class  instruction. 

Source  Materials: 

The  following  source  materials  will  be  helpful.  Copy 
from  the  teacher's  supplement  for  Life  in  Ancient 
America  the  enrichment  material  and  the  bibliography 
to  be  found  on  pages  45,  46. 


Text: 

Book  of  Mormon,  Alma: 


38. 


T^aith  and  works  are  as  necessary  Co  long  as  we  love,  we  serve.    So 

to  our  spiritual  life  as  Christians,  ^  long  as  we  are  loved  by  others 

as  soul  and  body  are  to  our  life  as  I  would  almost  say  we  are  indis- 

men;  for  faith  is  the  soul  of  religion,  pensable;    and   no    man    is    useless 

and  works,  the  body.  while  he  has  a  friend. 

—Colton.  —R.  L.  Stevenson. 


"Vbu  cannot  force  the  growth  of 
human  life  and  civilization  any 
more  than  you  can  force  these  slow- 
growing  trees.  That  is  the  economy 
of  Almighty  God,  that  all  good 
growth  is  slow  growth.       —Gaynor. 
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Picture  courtesy  of  Standard  Pub.  Co. 
With  His  right 


Painting  by  O.  Stemler 

hand  Jesus  pushed  the  proffered  city  away;  with  His  left  he  implored 
of  His  Father. 


^Cometimes  we  are  selfish  and 
think  only  of  ourselves.  Some- 
times we  want  to  play  when  our 
parents  need  our  help. 

"As  John  passed  the  candy  shelf, 
he  wanted  a  chocolate  bar.  He 
knew  the  candy  bar  belonged  to  Mr. 
Jones  unless  he  had  money  to  pay 
for  it,  and  he  didn't.  John  had  just 
enough  money  to  buy  what  mother 
needed. 

"Mary  found  a  dollar  on  the  school 
ground  and  took  it  to  the  principal's 
office.  Mary  wanted  to  keep  the 
dollar  but  she  knew  someone  would 
be  trying  to  find  it. 

"Larry  refused  to  fight  when  the 
big  boys  tried  to  get  him  to  hit 
Jimmy.  Oh,  yes,  he  wanted  to  show 
the  big  boys  he  could,  but  Jimmy 
was  smaller  than  he  and  Jimmy  was 
his  friend. 

"Here    is    a   picture    of    someone 


JESUS  WAS  TEMPTED 

who  was  tempted  to  think  of  him- 
self instead  of  others  and  his  Heav- 
enly Father." 

(Show  picture  of  "The  Tempta- 
tion." The  picture  should  be  large 
enough  for  all  to  see,  perhaps  beauti- 
fully mounted  and  placed  on  an 
easel  so  the  children  could  touch  it, 
leaving  the  teacher  free  to  direct  the 
activities.  The  picture  might  be 
covered  with  a  piece  of  paper  until 
the  teacher  says,  "Here  is  a  pic- 
ture .  .  .") 

"Who  is  in  the  picture?  Yes,  it  is 
Jesus.  How  did  you  know  it  was 
Jesus?"  you  ask. 

"By  His  hair  and  dress,"  says 
Linda. 

"I've  seen  His  picture  lots  of 
times,"  adds  Bill. 

"Let's  look  at  His  beautiful  robe. 
What  color  is  it?  What  is  Jesus 
wearing  on  His  feet?"  you  continue. 


Make  a 

Powerful 

Picture 

Presentation 

By  Margaret' Hopkinson 


Editor's  Note:  Most  Sunday  School 
teachers  know  the  power  of  a  picture  in 
presenting  a  lesson.  But  some  wonder 
just  how  to  weave  the  picture  into  it. 
Librarians,  here  is  an  opportunity  for  you 
to  help  your  teachers.  Procure  the  picture 
in  advance  and  suggest  that  it  be  used 
with  the  following  narrative. 

The  Instructor  asked  Margaret  Hop- 
kinson of  the  General  Board,  herself  an 
able  teacher  with  little  children,  to  go 
step-by-step  through  a  lesson  using  a  pic- 
ture. 

This  article  is  her  sample  based  on  the 
lesson,  "How  Can  Our  Experiences  Give 
Us  Courage"  Lesson  No.  8,  "Living  Our 
Religion,  Part  I"  for  Feb.  21,  1954.  A 
similar  approach  can  be  used  with  many 
other  lessons.  Use  Standard  Publishing 
Co.  picture  No.  502,  "The  Temptation." 
For  information  concerning  the  purchase 
of  single  pictures  turn  to  the  "Question 
Box"  in  this  issue,  page  11. 

For  additional  information  on  picture 
use,  see  the  Junior  Sunday  School  depart- 
ment, page  26. 

Here  is  the  story: 


"Where  is  Jesus  in  this  picture?  He 
is  in  the  mountains.  Can  you  find 
a  path  that  Jesus  could  have  fol- 
lowed? Come  and  show  us  what  you 
see  around  the  mountain.  A  city! 
Jesus  is  far  away  from  the  city,  isn't 
he?" 

(Jane  pointed  to  the  soft,  pink 
clouds.  Peggy  touched  the  beauti- 
ful blue  sky.  John's  fingers  fol- 
lowed the  light  that  came  from 
heaven.  Susan  pointed  to  the  trees 
and  fields.  Jerry  traced  the  moun- 
tains in  the  background.) 

"What  kind  of  a  day  does  the  pic- 
ture tell  us  it  is?"  you  question. 
"Why  is  Jesus  so  far  away  from  the 
city?  Most  pictures  show  Jesus  with 
other  people." 

"A  long  time  ago  Jesus  wished  to 
be  alone  so  he  could  talk  to  His 
Father  in  heaven.  For  many  days 
Jesus  prayed  to  our  Heavenly  Father 
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and  asked  how  He  could  best  help 
everyone. 

"While  Jesus  was  alone,  Satan 
tried  to  get  Jesus  to  think  of  him- 
self. Jesus  was  very  hungry.  He 
had  not  eaten  for  many  days.  All 
around  were  stones,  and  Satan  told 
Jesus  to  turn  the  stones  into  bread. 
Jesus  answered,  'Man  shall  not  live 
by  bread  alone,  but  by  every  word 
that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth 
of  God.' 

"While  Jesus  was  up  on  a  high 
temple,  Satan  told  him  to  jump  off 
to  prove  he  was  the  Son  of  our 
Heavenly  Father,  and  the  angels 
would  save  him.  Jesus  knew  the 
angels  would  save  him,  and  people 
would  say  he  had  great  power  if 
he  did  jump.  He  also  knew  this 
would  be  asking  our  Heavenly 
Father  to  protect  him  in  doing 
something  very  foolish.  So  Jesus 
said  to  Satan:  It  is  written  again, 
Thou  shall  not  tempt  the  Lord  thy 
God.' 

"Again  Satan  tempted  Jesus  with 
power  and  glory.  When  Jesus  was 
on  this  high  mountain  (point  to 
the  mountain  and  the  city  and  land 
surrounding  the  mountain),  Satan 
said  to  Jesus,  'All  these  things  will 
I  give  thee,  if  thou  wilt  fall  down 
and  worship  me.' 

"Jesus  answered,  'Get  thee  hence, 
Satan:  for  it  is  written,  Thou  shalt 
worship  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  him 
only  shalt  thou  serve.' 

"Jesus  had  gone  away  alone  to 
talk  to  his  Heavenly  Father,  and 
he  knew  what  to  do.  He  was  strong 
enough  to  do  the  right  thing. 

"Now,  look  at  the  picture  and  see 
if  you  know  why  Jesus  has  one  hand 
extended  toward  heaven.  He  is  ask- 
ing his  Heavenly  Father  to  help  him. 

"What  in  the  picture  shows  you 
our  Heavenly  Father  is  helping  him? 
The  light  coming  from  heaven. 

"Look  at  Jesus'  face.  Is  he  happy? 
Is  he  sad? 

"What  does  the  expression  on  his 
face  tell  you?  Jesus  had  to  decide 
to  serve  his  Heavenly  Father  and  not 
be  selfish. 

"What  does  Jesus  seem  to  be  doing 
with  his  other  hand?  Pushing  the 
city  and  other  things  away  from 
him  so  he  can  do  the  right  thing. 

"Can  you  tell  now  why  Jesus  is 
standing  so  straight  and  tall  in  this 
beautiful  picture?  He  stands  straight 
and  tall  because  he  had  courage  to 
choose  the  right  things. 

"Doesn't  Jesus  look  strong? 
"These    experiences    gave    Jesus 
courage  to  be  his  best." 
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§;  Compiled  by  Gretchen  Schreiner  % 

$gr    'TVelve  questions  are  listed  below.    You  select  the  correct  answers  with  the    ^ 

£     ■■■    help  of  your  Church  books,  then  place  the  key  letters  in  the  blank  spaces.    "%, 

2   When  all  the  spaces  are  filled  with  the  correct  key  letters,  the  vertical  line  will    » 

§£    spell  out  an  important  name  in  recent  Church  history.    To  give  you  the  idea,  the    ^ 

^   first  answer  is  shown.  ^ 

2  % 

^        "He   that    his    sins    shall    not  ^ 

!§    prosper:   but  whoso  confesseth  and  forsak-  (J)  covereth  w 

^    eth    them    shall    have    mercy."     {Proverbs      J  (K)  continues  & 

|   28:13.)  (L)  repeats  | 

■»j        "If  we  say  that  we  have  no ,  we  de-  (N)  faith  3 

^    ceive  ourselves,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  us."  (O)  sin  g 

2    (I  John  1:8.)  (P)  money  S- 

£        "By  this  ye  may  know  if  a  man  repenteth  p 

^    of  his  sins— behold,  he  will  confess  them  and  ( S )  forsake  ^ 

$    them."    (Doctrine   and    Covenants  (T)  repent  y 

|   58:43.)  (U)  forget  | 

£        "...  Forgive  us  our  debts,  as  we  forgive  (C)  Matthew  ^ 

]2    our  debtors."    {Matthew  6:12.)     Who  said  (D)  Mark  g 

5  this?  (E)  Jesus  f 

™        "...  If  thy  brother  trespass  against  thee,  ( O )  verse  4  ^ 

6  rebuke  him;  and  if  he  repent,  forgive  him."  (P)  verse  3  £? 
|    {Luke  17: )                                                      (Q)  verse  5  S, 

^        "...  Ye  ought  to  forgive  one  another;  <* 

>?    for   he   that   forgiveth   not    his    brother   his  (H)  trespasses  «s 

£    standeth  condemned  before  the  Lord,  (I)  faults  2j 

j|    ..."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  64:9.)  (J)  failings  j| 

2  (D)  Matthew  | 

^        "...  Repent  ye:  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  (E)  Jesus  p 

&   is  at  hand."  {Matthew  3:2.)   Who  said  this?    (F)  John  the  Baptist  | 

&        "Repent  ye  therefore,  and  be  converted,  (R)  Paul  £ 

S   that  your  sins  may  be  blotted  out,    ..."  (S)  Peter  §T 

2    {Acts  3:19.)  Who  said  this?  (T)  John  | 

Si!        "...   I  the  Lord,  cannot  look  upon  sin  (K)  sorrow  a 

«g    with  the  least  degree  of  "  (Doctrine  (L)  approval  ^ 

£    and  Covenants  1:31.)  (M)  allowance  ^ 

5  (I)  James  C' 
^  "...  Resist  the  devil,  and  he  will  flee  (J)  Peter  ™ 
g"    from  you."  {James  4:7. )  Who  said  this?            (K)  Paul  & 

^        "He  that  repents  not,  from  him  shall  be  (S)  faith  ^ 

£    taken   even  the   which   he   has   re-  (T)  fight  2 

xj    ceived."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  1:33.)         (U)  knowledge  £ 

g|    ".   .   .  There  is  joy  in  the  presence  of  the  (H)  angels  y, 

§r    of   God   over   one   sinner  that  re-  (I)  children  & 

6  penteth."   {Luke  15:10.)  (J)  saints  ^ 

^  ( For  answer  turn  to  page  30. )  2 


GET  YOUR  INSTRUCTOR'S 
BOUND 

rpHE  Instructor  will  bind  a 
year's  set  of  the  magazine 
for  $3.25,  if  you  provide  the 
magazine.  The  cost  is  $5.75 
if  you  wish  The  Instructor  to 
provide  the  magazines.  Send 
your  magazines,  order  and  re- 
mittance to  The  Instructor,  50 
North  Main  Street,  Salt  Lake 
City  1,  Utah.  The  Instructor 
supplies  indexes  free. 


A  TEACHER'S  PRAYER 

F)ear  Lord,  Who  am  I  to  lead  the 

way? 
To  teach  Thy  children  day  by  day, 

So  prone  myself  to  go  astray. 
I  give  them  knowledge  and  yet  I 
know 
How  lightly  the  candles   of  my 
knowledge  glow. 
I  teach  them  faith,  and  then  I  see 
How  weak  at  times  my  faith  can 
be. 
I  teach  them  love  for  all  mankind, 
And  then  I  find  my  love  lags  be- 
hind. 
Dear  Lord,  If  still  their  guide  I  must 

be 
Let  these  children  find  their  teacher 
Leaning  hard  on  thee. 

—Author  Unknown. 
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Junior  Sunday  School 

Don't  let  your  lesson  enrichment 
aids  defeat  their  purpose  by 
using  them  for  entertainment  or 
merely  to  pass  away  the  time. 
You  must  .  .  . 


IliiifL..,,^ 


By  Claribel  W.  Aldous 


Editor's  Note:  For  an  excellent  example 
of  picture  presentation,  see  the  Librarians' 
department,  page  24.  Note  how  the  teach- 
er is  developing  the  lesson  around  a  pic- 
ture, "The  Temptation." 

Deopeb  selection  and  use  of  en- 
richment  aids  can  greatly  help 
class  discipline.  They  are  a  fine 
means  of  keeping  the  children  ac- 
tively participating  in  the  lesson 
presentation. 

In  Junior  Sunday  School,  where 
we  use  flannel  graphs,  groove  boards, 
pictures,  blackboards,  objects,  songs, 
stories,  poems,  finger  plays,  action 
plays  and  dramatizations  as  means 
of  lesson  enrichment,  we  can  see 
how  carefully  a  teacher  must  choose 
which  aid  she  will  use.  This  choice 
must  serve  to  magnify  the  lesson 
objective  and  intensify  the  lesson 
truths,  so  that  the  children  will  be 
able  to  understand  and  live  the  Gos- 
pel principle  being  taught. 

If  you  are  a  real  teacher  you  won't 
let  your  lesson  enrichment  aids  de- 
feat their  purpose  by  using  them 
for  entertainment  or  merely  to  pass 
the  time  away. 

Plan  Every  Step 

There  may  be  occasions  when  you 
will  choose  more  than  one  type  of 
enrichment  aid.  For  instance,  if  you 
are  using  a  flannelgraph,  you  might 
also  use  an  object  and  a  song  and 


an  action  play.  If  this  is  the  case, 
plan  every  step  of  your  lesson  care- 
fully so  that  each  aid  fits  into  its 
proper  place.  (The  place  where  it 
will  best  magnify  the  lesson  objec- 
tive.) Practice  using  your  flannel- 
graph  at  home,  so  that  each  figure 
will  be  familiar  to  you  and  you  can 
use  it  without  hesitation  or  fumbling. 
Plan  presentations  that  the  children 
can  help  with,  so  their  interest  will 
hold.  Do  this  also  with  your  groove 
board  presentations. 

If  you  choose  pictures  as  your  aid, 
remember  not  to  use  too  many.  This 
will  generally  be  confusing.  There 
might  be  an  occasion  when  just 
one  picture  is  all  you  need.  Seldom 
is  there  need  for  more  than  two  or 
three  pictures  in  one  lesson  presenta- 
tion. When  you  choose  your  pic- 
tures, be  sure  that  they  are  large 
enough  for  the  children  to  see  and 
enjoy.  If  your  pictures  are  so 
precious  to  you  that  you  don't  want 
the  children  to  touch  them,  it  would 
be  better  to  leave  them  home.  If 
you  want  to  protect  them,  put  them 
in  cellophane  envelopes,  but  let  the 
children  get  acquainted  with  them 
by  holding  them  and  learning  the 
beauty  of  their  message  at  close 
range.  Colored  pictures  are  always 
more  appealing  than  black-and- 
white,  but  the  subject  matter  is  most 
important.  Be  sure  that  the  picture 
presents  truths.   For  example,  a  pic- 


ture showing  angels  with  wings  is 
not  in  harmony  with  Latter-day  Saint 
teachings,  It  would  be  better  not 
to  show  any  picture  than  to  show 
one  that  leaves  false  impressions 
with  the  children. 

Let  Them  Really  See  Picture 

Recently  in  a  Junior  Sunday 
School  class  a  teacher  of  4-  and  5- 
year-old  children  chose  to  use  a 
picture  as  lesson  enrichment.  The 
picture  was  not  more  than  four  by 
six  inches  large.  She  held  it  up  in 
front  of  her  for  a  minute  then  put 
it  behind  her  on  the  chalk  tray  of 
the  blackboard.  All  of  the  children 
wanted  a  closer  look  at  the  picture, 
but  she  didn't  want  them  to  touch 
it. 

One  little  child's  curiosity  got  the 
better  of  him  and  he  walked  up  to 
the  board  to  see  the  picture.  Just 
as  he  reached  out  his  hand  to  touch 
it,  the  teacher  grabbed  the  picture 
and  slapped  the  child's  hand.  That 
child  didn't  come  to  Sunday  School 
the  next  Sunday.  That  picture  was 
definitely  not  an  enrichment  aid.  It 
would  have  been  better  left  at  home. 

Blackboards  are  a  fine  source  of 
lesson  enrichment.  A  teacher  need 
not  be  an  artist  to  use  this  aid,  but 
she  must  practice  until  she  is  skilled 
in  her  use  of  the  blackboard.  A  word 
printed   on    the   board   to   make   a 
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child  remember  will  be  effective 
even  though  the  child  is  too  young 
to  read.  A  chalk  picture,  depicting 
some  important  fact  of  the  lesson  is 
effective.  Plan  some  part  of  this 
activity  that  the  children  may  help 
with  so  they  will  feel  that  they  be- 
long and  their  interest  will  be  main- 
tained. 

I  once  saw  a  teacher  start  to  give 
a  very  inspiring  lesson.  She  was 
interrupted  by  a  child  who  said, 
"Let's  use  the  black- 
board." The  teacher 
agreed  but  she  had 
made  no  plans  to  use 
a  blackboard  that 
day.  She  had  to 
Figure  1.  Drawing  leave  her   group  un- 

must    be    an    en-  ,     ,  i  .i  i 

richment  aid.  attended  while  sne 
went  to  get  a  small  portable  board. 
When  she  returned  the  children 
were  noisy  and  restless.  She  started 
to  draw  and  all  she  could  manage 
was  a  cat  like  in  Figure  1.  The  rest 
of  the  period  was  spent  letting  each 
child  draw  a  cat.  It  is  true  they  were 
amused  and  entertained,  but  did 
those  children  have  a  real  spiritual 
experience  that  Sunday?  That  black- 
board was  not  an  enrichment  aid. 

Use  Objects  To  Help  You  Teach 

The  use  of  objects  as  enrichment 
material  is  fine  for  the  children  when 
teaching  about  unfamiliar  things. 
Here  again  caution  must  be  used. 
The  object  must  make  the  unfamiliar 
known  to  the  children. 

For  example,  when  talking  about 
the  golden  plates,  a  teacher  must 
be  sure  that  the  children  understand 
that  these  are  not  dinner  plates.  If 
a  model  is  made  to  help  the  chil- 
dren, it  must  be  as  nearly  perfect 
as  possible.  Children  should  under- 
stand they  are  tablets  containing 
important  records.  They  are  of 
metal,  not  cardboard  or  china. 

Songs,  stories  and  poems  are  won- 
derful enrichment  aids.  Often  a 
song  sung  by  the  teacher  with  the 
children  joining  in  if  they  wish  will 
serve  as  a  rest  activity  as  well  as 
enrichment  material. 

Storytelling  is  a  wonderful  means 
of  lesson  enrichment.  Every  teach- 
er should  be  a  good  storyteller.  The 
story  should  be  adapted  to  the  ex- 
perience of  the  pupils,  then  they 
should  be  led  to  interpret  its  mean- 
ing into  their  own  daily  living. 

Poems  not  only  lend  strength  to 
the  lesson  objective,  when  properly 
chosen,  but  the  rhythm  and  beauty 
of  the  words  help  the  listening  qual- 
ity of  the  lesson  presentation. 


Finger  and  action  plays  are  al- 
ways better  when  they  lend  strength 
to  the  objective  and  are  not  just 
thrown  in  hit  or  miss  because  the 
children  are  restless. 

Dramatizations  of  the  lesson  story 
serve  as  rest  activities  as  well  as  a 
means  of  making  the  lesson  live  for 
the  children.  When  they  partici- 
pate in  this  manner  they  cannot  help 
but  love  and  remember  the  lesson 
taught. 

The  well-prepared  teacher  is  the 
teacher  who  has  a  firm  testimony  of 
the  Gospel.  She  is  interested  in  her 
subject   matter.     She    is    personally 


SACRAMENT  GEM 

T  will  think  of  Jesus 

And  in  His  name  I'll  pray, 
That  I  may  love  and  serve  Him 

Upon  this  holy  day. 


SONG  OF  THE  MONTH 

And  he  withdrew  himself  into  the 
wilderness,  and  prayed. —Luke  5:16. 

TV/Iarch,  1953,  "Ere  You  Left  Your 
1  l  Room  This  Morning,"  -  The 
Children  Sing,  No.  118. 
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If  a  blackboard  is  to  be  used  as  a  portion  of  your  class  instruction,  determine  beforehand 
that  the  board  is  large  enough,  clean  and  available.  Be  sure  that  you  have  sufficient 
chalk  both  colored  and  white,  that  you  have  an  eraser  and  that  you  know  what  you  are 

going  to  draw;  practice  if  necessary. 


interested  in  each  individual  in  her 
group.  This  interest  is  a  wholesome, 
everyday  activity— not  just  a  Sunday 
punch.  The  well-prepared  teacher 
will  choose  her  lesson  enrichment 
aids  with  much  thought,  prepara- 
tion, planning  and  prayer. 


NEXT  MONTH'S  ARTICLE 

"VText  month's  article  will  be  "Les- 
son Motivation  Seeks  to  Capture 
Pupil  Interest,"  by  Lorna  C.  Alder. 


Before  we  teach  this  song  we  need 
to  prepare  the  children  by  talking 
briefly  to  them  about  prayer.  Show 
the  group  one  or  two  appropriate 
pictures  from  our  class  packets.  As 
adults  we  know  the  sweet  assurance 
and  comfort  that  come  from  pray- 
ing. Children  have  to  learn  this, 
and  we,  as  choristers,  can' help  them. 

We  can  tell  them  our  Heavenly 
Father  always  hears  and  answers 
our  prayers.  Perhaps  the  things 
we  desire  would  not  be  good  for 
us,  and  so  He  does  not  grant  them. 
Perhaps  the  things  we  ask  for  would 
be  better  for  us  at  a  later  time,  and 
that  is  when  we  will  receive  them. 
And  again  we  may  receive  our  de- 


JANUARY       1954 


27 


sires.  Our  Heavenly  Father,  as  well 
as  liking  us  to  ask  for  blessings,  also 
likes  us  to  show  our  appreciation  by 
thanking  Him.  To  illustrate  this  the 
children  could  be  told  the  story  of 
the  ten  lepers  found  in  Luke  17:11- 
19.  Use  the  pictures  from  the  pic- 
ture packets  and  the  story  on  dif- 
ferent days. 

Have  the  children  participate  by 
having  them  answer  a  few  carefully 
prepared  questions.  Through  this 
discussion  the  significance  of  prayer 
will  be  more  meaningful.  Let  us 
talk  to  them  in  their  own  language. 
Let  us  teach  them  to  love  to  pray. 
Then  as  they  grow  up  they  will  know 
where  to  receive  strength  and  wis- 
dom to  meet  the  problems  confront- 
ing ,,them. 

Teach  the  song's  first  stanza  only. 
Explain  the  words  in  very  simple 
language.  After  the  children  have 
heard  the  song  a  few  times,  we  may 
want  to  sing  a  phrase  to  them  and 
have  them  sing  it  back  to  us.  Help 
them  sing  by  showing  with  your 
hand  when  the  notes  go  high  and 
low.  Give  the  dotted  quarter  notes 
and  the  half  notes  their  full  value. 
Have  this  hymn  become  one  of  the 
favorites  children  love  most  to  sing 
by  teaching  it  well. 

—Edith  M.  Nash. 


QUESTIONS  FROM  THE  FIELD 
How  Many  Need  To  Organize? 

Question:  How  many  children  are 
needed  to  justify  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  Junior  Sunday  School? 
Answer:  Worship,  it  is  true,  is 
enhanced  by  sufficient  numbers  to 
permit  a  mingling  of  thought  and 
spirit  as  Church  members  join  in 
prayer,  song  and  study  together. 
Whenever  the  group  becomes  so 
large  that  the  Senior  and  Junior 
Sunday  Schools  are  divided  and 
there  is  adequate  physical  facilities 
to  meet  the  needs  of  two  Sunday 
School  worship  services,  the  Jun- 
ior Sunday  School  should  be  or- 
ganized. 

In  weighing  the  problems  of 
opening  a  Junior  Sunday  School, 
ward  officers,  teachers  and  mem- 
bers would  do  well  to  review  its 
objectives  which  are: 

1.  To  focus  active  attention  on 
the  special  needs  of  young 
children. 

2.  To  present  the  Sunday  School 
devotional  exercises  in  such 
a  way  that  children  will: 


a.  have  a  better  understand- 
ing and  attach  greater 
meaning  to  the  worship 
service. 

b.  have  increased  opportuni- 
ties for  meaningful  par- 
ticipation. 

c.  enjoy  greater  leadership 
roles. 

—Eva  May  Green. 


IDEA  EXCHANGE 

(Editor's  Note:  A  1954  feature  of  the 
Junior  Sunday  School  section  of  The  In- 
structor is  to  report  worth-while  and 
interesting  Junior  Sunday  School  practices 
developed  in  various  stakes  and  wards  of 
the  Church.  The  first  in  this  series  follows. ) 

To  Stimulate  Participation 

Oealizing  how  much  time  some 
teachers  were  spending  each 
week  on  "take-homes,"  only  to  find 
that  many  of  the  children  destroyed 
them  on  their  way  home  from  Sun- 
day School,  it  was  our  desire  to  find 
something  of  a  more  lasting  nature 
to  the  children.  We  wanted  some- 
thing that  could  be  worked  on  as 
a  unit  by  the  entire  Junior  Sunday 
School,  and  that  each  child  would 
be  anxious  to  treasure. 

The  idea  of  a  record  book  pre- 
sented itself  to  us.  We  made  color- 
ful covers,  using  a  special  cover 
pattern  for  the  girls'  and  a  special 
one  for  the  boys'.  These  contain 
the  students'  actual  record  for  a 
six  month  period.  Each  page  repre- 
sents a  month  containing  a  printed 
verse  or  scriptural  passage  to  be 
learned  during  the  month.  Great 
care  was  taken  in  selecting  appropri- 
ate verses  and  passages.  These  are 
often  the  scriptures  suggested  in  the 
unit  of  study  for  the  class. 

Centered  on  the  page  is  drawn  a 
star  with  as  many  points  as  there 
are  Sundays  in  the  month.  These 
are  dated  to  correspond.  Each  week, 
the  child  is  able  to  earn  three  stars 
which  are  placed  at  the  point  for 
that  day.  These  stars  can  be  of 
different  colors  in  order  to  determine 
which  each  stands  for.  One  star  is 
for  attendance,  one  for  a  reverent 
attitude,  and  one  for  active  partici- 
pation. At  the  end  of  the  month  if 
the  student  has  learned  the  month's 
verse,  he  puts  a  large  gold  star  in 
the  center  of  the  diagramed  star. 
If  the  child  says  the  prayer,  21/2-min- 
ute  talk  or  sacrament  verse,  a  special 
mention  is  noted  on  the  page  and 
the  date  given.  On  the  opposite 
page  from  this  diagram,  a  religious 


picture  is  mounted.    A  new  one  for 
each  month  is  chosen. 

Each  Sunday  our  class  periods 
are  divided  so  that  the  last  ten  min- 
utes are  devoted  to  these  books. 
The  teacher  reviews  the  verse,  and 
then  each  child  is  given  the  stars 
he  has  earned  for  the  morning. 
When  these  books  are  completed, 
they  are  given  to  the  children  to 
take  home. 

No  extra  time  is  needed  to  be 
spent  by  the  teachers  on  "take- 
homes"  or  items  of  this  nature  for 
the  balance  of  the  six  month  period 
after  the  initial  making  of  these 
record  books.  This  allows  more 
time  for  the  preparation  of  lesson 
material. 

—Sugarhouse  Stake. 


ENRICHMENT  MATERIAL 

rVnE  following  enrichment  material 
may  be  used  in  any  of  the  de- 
partments   of    the    Junior    Sunday 
School: 

Worthwhile  Story  for  Telling 

MR.  LEE'S  STORY 

Johnny  Brown  and  Billy  Jones  were 
two  little  boys.  Everyone  agreed 
that  they  were  really  very  nice  lit- 
tle boys— except  when  they  were  to- 
gether. It  seemed  that  no  matter 
how  hard  they  tried,  they  just 
couldn't  be  friends.  One  day  after 
school,  Johnny  felt  someone  push 
him  very  hard  from  behind;  so  hard, 
in  fact,  that  he  lost  his  balance  and 
fell.  He  quickly  picked  himself  up 
and  stared  with  eyes  filled  with 
anger  into  the  grinning,  freckled 
face  of  Billy  Jones. 

"Ha,  ha,  I  got  you,"  teased  Billy. 
Look  at  you  now.  Boy,  will  your 
mom  be  sore!  Ha,  Ha." 

"Just  you  wait  until  I  get  through 
with  you.  You're  gonna  be  good 
and  sore,  yourself!"  shouted  the 
angry  little  boy. 

With  that,  the  two  boys  sprang 
at  each  other  and  rolled  over  and 
over  on  the  thick  carpet  of  crunchy 
autumn  leaves  that  covered  Mr. 
Lee's  front  lawn.  Boys  and  girls 
came  running  from  all  over  to  see 
the  fight.  Fists  and  feet  churned 
round  and  round,  and  excited  chil- 
dren's voices  filled  the  autumn  air. 

"Here,  here,  boys!"  commanded  a 
strong  bass  voice  that  rose  above 
the  noise.  "What  is  this  all  about? 
Imagine  two  fine  boys  fighting  each 
other.  Here,  now!" 
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Both  Billy  and  Johnny  felt  a 
strong  hand  on  their  shoulder,  and 
they  stopped  and  looked  into  the 
face  of  Mr.  Lee.  "Now  what's  this 
all  about?"  he  asked. 

"He  pushed  me,"  said  Johnny. 

"But  he  hit  me  first!"  added  Billy 
hurriedly. 

Mr.  Lee  looked  down  at  the  boys 
with  wise  old  eyes,  "Come  on  fel- 
lows," he  said.  "I  believe  I'd  like  to 
tell  you  a  story." 

Billy  and  Johnny  looked  coldly  at 
each  other  as  they  followed  Mr.  Lee 
to  the  front  steps.  When  they  were 
settled,  the  kind  old  man  began: 
"You  boys  surely  have  heard  of 
Jesus,"  he  said. 

"Oh,  sure,  we  learn  all  about  him 
in  Sunday  School,"  volunteered 
Billy. 

"Well,"  continued  Mr.  Lee,  "peo- 
ple who  lived  in  His  day,  had  prob- 
lems that  were  much  like  yours  and 
Johnny's  They  quarreled  among 
themselves  and  held  grudges  against 
those  who  had  harmed  them.  At 
times,  even  Jesus'  own  disciples 
were  troubled  as  to  what  to  do  in 
such  cases. 

Often  the  disciples  would  gather 
around  Him,  and  ask  Jesus  to  help 
them  to  live  a  better  life,  so  that 
some  day  they  could  dwell  with 
Jesus  in  His  kingdom." 

Mr.  Lee  got  up,  stepped  inside 
the  door  and  removed  his  Bible 
from  the  mantle.  "Come  boys,"  he 
said.  "Let  us  read  what  Jesus  told 
one  of  his  helpers  to  do  in  forgiving 
his  fellow  man." 

Then  came  Peter  to  him,  and  said, 
Lord,  how  oft  shall  my  brother  sin 


against  me,  and  I  forgive  him?  till 
seven  times?    * 

Jesus  saith  unto  him,  I  say  not 
unto  thee,  Until  seven  times:  but, 
Until  seventy  times  seven. 

Therefore  is  the  kingdom  of  heav- 
en likened  unto  a  certain  king,  which 
would  take  account  of  his  servants. 

And  when  he  had  begun  to  reckon, 


As  the  fists  started  to  fly,  the  hoys  heard  a 
strong,  bass  voice. 

one  was  brought  unto  him,  which 
owed  him  ten  thousand  talents. 

But  forasmuch  as  he  had  not  to 
pay,  his  lord  commanded  him  to  be 
sold,  and  his  wife,  and  children,  and 
all  that  he  had,  and  payment  to  be 
made. 

The  servant  therefore  fell  down, 
and  worshipped  him,  saying,  Lord, 
have  patience  with  me,  and  I  will 
pay  thee  all. 

Then  the  Lord  of  that  servant  was 
moved  with  compassion,  and  loosed 
him,  and  forgave  him  the  debt. 


But  the  same  servant  went  out  and 
found  one  of  his  fellowservants, 
which  owed  him  an  hundred  pence: 
and  he  laid  hands  on  him,  and  took 
him  by  the  throat,  saying,  Pay  me 
that  thou  owest. 

And  his  fellowservant  fell  down 
at  his  feet,  and  besought  him,  say- 
ing, Have  patience  and  I  will  pay 
thee  all. 

And  he  would  not:  but  went  and 
cast  him  into  prison,  till  he  should 
pay  the  debt. 

So  when  his  fellowservants  saw 
what  was  done,  they  were  very 
sorry,  and  came  and  told  unto  their 
Lord  all  that  was  done. 

Then  his  Lord,  after  that  he  had 
called  him,  said  unto  him,  O  thou 
wicked  servant,  I  forgave  thee  all 
that  debt,  because  thou  desiredst 
me: 

Shouldst  not  thou  also  have  had 
compassion  on  thy  fellowservant, 
even  as  I  had  pity  on  thee? 

And  his  Lord  was  wroth  and  de- 
livereth  him  to  his  tormentors,  till 
he  should  pay  all  that  was  due  unto 
him. 

So  likewise  shall  my  heavenly 
Father  do  also  unto  you,  if  ye  from 
your  hearts  forgive  not  every  one 
his  brother  their  trespasses." 

(-Matthew  18:21-35.) 

Mr.  Lee  closed  his  Bible,  and 
looked  at  the  boys,  "Now  then,  fel- 
lows," he  said,  "could  I  interest  you 
in  a  cookie,  as  well  as  my  story?" 

Johnny  smiled  into  the  twinkling 
eyes  of  the  fine  old  man.  "No  thanks, 
sir,  it's  getting  late,  and  I  think 
that  me  and  my  buddy  better  be 
headin'  for  home."  —Jane  E.  Ipson. 


What  Latter-day  Saint  Sunday  School 
Teaching  Has  Done  for  Me 

By  A.  James  Martin 


Cunday  School  teaching  has  al- 
ways  been  my  favorite  Church 
assignment.  It  has  given  me  a  great 
appreciation  for 
the  Gospel  and  its 
influence  on  the 
lives  of  those  who 
want  to  enjoy  the 
spirit  of  peace 
and  contentment 
that  adherence  to 
the  Gospel  can 
give. 

I    believe    that 
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A.  James  Martin 


Sunday  School  teaching  has  helped 
me  enjoy  the  Sabbath  day  more 
fully.  There  is  a  feeling  of  satisfac- 
tion that  comes  from  having  con- 


ducted a  Sunday  School  class.  It 
seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  very 
warm  spirit  of  friendship  in  a  com- 
mon quest  for  truth. 

To  me,  there  is  no  other  calling  in 
the  Church  that  stimulates  one's  in- 
terest in,  and  appreciation  of  the 
scriptures  as  does  Sunday  School 
teaching.  I  am  sure  that  those  who 
refer  to  the  scriptures  during  the 
preparation  of  their  lessons  recog- 
nize the  ease  with  which  one  can 
become  so  fascinated  with  such 
reading  that  they  read  on  and  on 
beyond  the  immediate  reference. 

The  personal  development  and 
satisfaction  that  comes  from  this 
work  is  unlimited. 


A.   JAMES   MARTIN 

A  James  Martin  is  retail  operations 
+  manager  of  the  New  York  division 
of  Safeway  Stores,  Inc.  Under  his 
direct  supervision  is  the  retail  merchan- 
dising of  some  162  stores.  He  has  ad- 
vanced to  his  present  position  after  21 
years  of  service  with  the  company. 

Recently  he  was  called  to  be  bishop 
of  the  Short  Hills  Ward,  New  York 
Stake,  at  Short  Hills,  New  Jersey.  Previ- 
ously he  had  been  bishop  of  the  Glendale 
West  Ward  and  the  East  Orange  Ward. 
Besides  being  in  the  bishopric  of  the  Bal- 
boa Ward,  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Oakland  Stake  High  Council.  In  between 
his  other  Church  duties,  he  has  found 
time  to  teach  Sunday  School  or  be  a 
member  of  some  Sunday  School  superin- 
tendency. 

He  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Clara  Ash- 
ford  Martin.  Born  in  the  Union  of  South 
Africa  on  Nov.  2,  1911,  he  returned  with 
his  parents  in  1926,  when  his  father  was 
called  there  as  mission  president.  He 
served  on  a  French  mission  starting  in 
1929. 

His  wife  is  the  former  Helen  Krumper- 
man  of  Ogden,  Utah.  They  have  three 
children,  two  boys   and  a  girl. 

-B.O.H. 
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"Thanks  for  My  Voice" 


By  Thelma  Brown* 


HPhis  morning  I  would  like  to  thank 

my  Heavenly  Father  for  my  voice. 
No,  I  don't  have  a  beautiful  singing 
voice,  nor  the  type  of  speaking  voice 
that  holds  audiences  spellbound,  as 
many  do.  But  I  do  have  a  voice!  It  is 
an  instrument  I  might  use  to  teach 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  my  stu- 
dents; one  that  I  might  use  to  sing 
hymns  and  praises  to  my  Father  in 
heaven;  an  instrument  I  might  use 
when  I  stand  upon  my  feet  to  tell 
the  world  that  I  know  we  are  en- 
gaged in  the  work  of  the  true  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

Yes,  the  Lord  has  been  very  good 
to  us.  He  has  given  each  one  a  voice, 
a  talent.  But  if  it  is  to  become  a 
great  talent  we  must  cultivate  it. 
The  Lord  can't  do  that  for  us.  First 
we  must  realize  that  in  our  voice  lies 
a  talent,  appreciate  it  and  then  go 
to  work. 

I  am  reminded  of  the  story  of  a 
man  who  had  lived  for  56  years.  He 
had  sailed  along  very  smoothly 
through  life,  with  no  tragic  upsets. 
He  had  everything  that  money  could 
buy.  He  owed  no  one,  no  one  owed 
him.  Or,  so  he  thought. 

One  morning  he  woke  up  with  a 
bad  case  of  laryngitis  and,  blaming 
it  on  the  cold  he  had  the  previous 
week,    began    taking    all    kinds    of 

"From  her  prayer  meeting  thoughts  in  Valley 
Center  Ward,  Millcreek  Stake  (Salt  Lake  City). 


cough  syrups  and  lozenges,  but  to 
no  avail.  His  voice  grew  steadily 
worse.  At  times  it  would  boome- 
rang back  upon  his  ears  loud  and 
harsh;  at  other  times  it  would  fade 
completely  away.  He  was  aware  of 
his  associates  straining  to  grasp  his 
words. 

Finally  he  consulted  a  physician. 
After  many  tests  and  X-rays  were 
taken,  the  man  was  told  that  be- 
cause of  a  dreaded  disease  his  vocal 
cords  would  have  to  be  completely 
removed  if  they  were  to  save  his  life. 
This  news  came  as  a  great  blow,  but 
not  in  full  force  until  the  night  be- 
fore the  operation  as  he  lay  in  bed 
thinking  about  it. 

Just  imagine,  no  more  good  morn- 
ings, good  evenings;  no  more  cheery 
hello's,  just  a  nod  of  the  head.  No 
more  would  laughter  ripple  through 
his  throat  as  he  saw  something  he 
was  amused  at  and  enjoyed— just  a 
smile  on  the  lips.  Not  even  a  song 
could  ever  be  sung.  And  he  thought, 
how  could  a  man  live  for  fifty  odd 
years  and  never  realize  how  very 
precious  the  gifts  are  that  God  has 
given  him  until  they  are  to  be  taken 
away. 

The  Lord  has  given  us  these  gifts, 
these  talents,  and  in  return  we  prom- 
ise to  spend  our  time  and  talents  in 
furthering  the  work  of  His  kingdom 


upon  this  earth.  If  we  do  so,  I'm 
sure  our  reward  will  be  one  of  deep 
satisfaction. 

I  hope  none  of  us  will  ever  be 
found  guilty  as  are  they  whose  senti- 
ments are  expressed  in  the  following 
poem: 

I'll  go  where  you  want  me  to  go, 

Dear  Lord, 
Real  service  is  what  I  desire. 
I'll  do  what  you  want  me  to   do, 

Dear  Lord, 
But  don't  ask  me  to  sing  in  the  choir. 

I'll  say  what  you  want  me  to  say, 

Dear  Lord, 
I  love  to  see  things  come  to  pass 
But  don't  ask  me  to  teach  boys  and 

girls,  Dear  Lord, 
I'd  rather  just  sit  in  my  class. 

I'll  do  what  you  want  me  to  do,  Dear 

Lord, 
I  yearn  for  your  kingdom  to  thrive. 
I'll  give  you  my  nickels  and  dimes, 

Dear  Lord, 
But  please  don't  ask  me  to  tithe. 

I'll  go  where  you  want  me  to  go, 

Dear  Lord, 
I'll  say  what  you  want  me  to  say. 
But  I'm  busy  right  now  with  myself, 

Dear  Lord, 
I'll  help  in  some  other  way. 

—Author  Unknown. 


EACH  A  .  .  .  WORK  OF  FAITH 

(Continued  from  page  16.) 

Suggestions  For  Use: 

"Kirtland  Temple'  and /or  "Nauvoo  Temple"   (for  most  refer- 
ences) 

COURSE  No.  1:  May  16,  "We  Help  Father  and  Mother  outside  the 
Home."  (Many  children  helped  their  fathers  with  the  building  of  the 
Temple.)  July  18,  "We  Are  Happy  When  We  Share."  (The  people  in 
Kirtland  shared  their  homes  and  their  food  and  their  wool,  for  making 
clothes,  with  the  men  who  worked  on  the  Temple. ) 

COURSE  No.  2:  Jan.  3,  "I  Had  a  Heavenly  Home."  (In  these  beauti- 
ful temples  we  learn  much  more  about  that  heavenly  home  and  how  much 
our  Heavenly  Father  loved  us.)  May  23,  "I  Learn  about  the  Missionaries 
Who  Preach  the  Gospel."  (Many  of  the  Twelve  Apostles  were  away  being 
missionaries  and  leaving  their  families  very,  very  poor  while  the  temples 
were  being  built.)  May  30,  "I  Learn  about  the  Pioneers."  (When  the 
Saints  had  to  go  away  from  Nauvoo,  they  started  westward  and  finally 
reached  Salt  Lake  Valley  to  become  pioneers  and  there  to  build  another 
temple. )  June  13,  "I  Learn  How  Modern  Day  Prophets  Are  Led  by  Our 
Heavenly  Father."  (After  the  Saints  left  the  lovely  cities  with  their  temples, 
Heavenly  Father  inspired  Brigham  Young  in  leading  them  across  the 
plains.)    Aug.  1,  "I  Will  Learn  To  Work."   (Nobody  ever  worked  harder 


Answer  to 

'The  Gospel  of  Repentance' 

found  on  page  25: 

JOSEPH  F.  SMITH 


than  the  Saints  building  the  temples  and  often  without  any  pay.    Just  see 
the  beautiful  results-the  temples  that  were  God's  houses.) 

COURSE  No.  4:  Feb.  14,  Unit  1,  "How  Can  We  Be  Cheerful  and 
Neighborly?"  (Tell  how  the  women  in  Nauvoo  took  the  men  who  worked 
on  the  Temple  without  pay  into  their  homes,  and  used  the  wool  they  had 
to  clothe  their  own  families,  to  make  clothes  for  these  men.)  July  4, 
Unit  4,  "Where  Did  Our  Church  Come  from?"  (Both  temples  were  seen 
in  vision  by  Joseph  Smith.)  July  11,  Unit  4,  "What  Can  We  Learn  from 
the  Life  of .  Brigham  Young?"  ( He  did  not  cry  over  "spilled  milk"— his 
attitude  when  he  learned  that  Nauvoo  Temple  was  burned.)  Sept.  19, 
Unit  4,  "How  Does  Obeying  God's  Rule  Make  Us  Happy?"  (The  Saints 
were  never  so   at  peace   and   so   happy   as   when   sacrificing   to   build   the 


(Concluded  on  opposite  page.) 
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"VTearly  one  hundred  heads  snapped 
upright,  and  as  many  pairs   of 
eyes  focused  their  attention  on  my 
face  in  amazement. 

Gathered  onstage  at  the  com- 
munity auditorium  in  Cranbrook, 
British  Columbia,  were  about  fifty 
adults  and  a  like  number  of  chil- 
dren. It  was  five  minutes  before 
curtain  time  of  our  musical  variety 
show  sponsored  by  a  civic  group  as 
a  building  fund  project.  Members 
of  the  cast  included  Catholics,  An- 
glicans, Seventh-day  Adventists,  oth- 
er Protestants  and  two  members  of 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints— a  fashion  model  and  me. 

As  a  home  talent  show  director, 
I  had  arrived  in  Cranbrook  only  two 
weeks  earlier;  had  sparkled  and 
giddily  flitted  my  way  through  re- 
cruiting the  large  cast,  organizing 
all  business  details,  teaching  the 
actors  what  they  were  to  do. 

Now,  on  opening  night  (still  a 
comparative  stranger),  after  a  short 
effervescent  pep  talk,  I  casually 
made  the  statement  which  had  such 
a  bombshell  effect: 

"I  think  we  should  have  a  word 
of  prayer  before  the  curtain  goes  up. 
Where  I  grew  up,  we  were  taught  to 
ask  the  Lord's  help  in  every  impor- 
tant thing  we  were  about  to  do." 

Then  I  offered  a  prayer  asking  our 
Heavenly  Father  for  help  and  in- 
spiration in  presenting  our  show, 
asking  that  it  might  be  acceptable 
in  His  eyes  as  well  as  in  those  of 
the  audience  and  thanking  Him  for 
the  close  association  and  friendship 
we  had  built  in  such  a  short  time. 

The  next  night  I  asked  the  fashion 
model,  a  local  "member  of  the 
Church,  to  offer  prayer,  so  the 
townspeople  might  understand  that 
everyone  belonging  to  the  Church 
could  pray  in  an  acceptable  manner. 

No  one  commented  on  the  epi- 
sode at  the  time,  but  I  detected  a 
new  respect  in  the  cast's  attitude 
toward  me  during  the  remaining 
two  days  I  stayed  in  Cranbrook. 

I  found  the  same  incredulity  in 
each  small  town  I  played  from  Okla- 
homa to  North  Dakota  to  California 
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They  looked  at  me  in  surprise  when  I  folded  my  arms  and  suggested  that 
we  ask  the  help  of  the  Lord.   Then  they  closed  their  eyes  and  we  had  a  .  .  . 
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By  Virginia   Baker 


and  in  all  three  Western  Canadian 
provinces.  The  people  in  my  shows 
were  always  surprised  that  an  in- 
dividual who  bounced  around  the 
stage  at  rehearsals,  teased  and  plead- 
ed with  high  school  girls  and 
businessmen  alike  to  appear  in  the 
musical,  could  be  so  spiritual  and 
perform  a  task  usually  reserved  for 
ministers. 

It  always  gave  me  an  opportunity 
to  explain  how  I  had  been  taught 


to  pray  in  public  by  my  first  Sunday 
School  teachers;  how  I  had  been 
asked  to  pray  in  general  assembly 
of  Sunday  School. 

Those  Sabbath  mornings,  long 
ago,  when  I  stood  in  front  of  my 
teacher  and  repeated  the  prayer  she 
offered,  started  a  habit  which  has 
helped  me  live  much  closer  to  my 
Heavenly  Father  than  the  people  of 
the  world  suspect  is  possible  for  any 
but  ordained  preachers. 


EACH  A  .  .  .  WORK  OF  FAITH 

( Concluded  from  opposite  page. ) 

temples  God  commanded  them  to  build. )  Oct.  10,  Unit  5,  "He  Can  Who 
Thinks  He  Can."   (It  seemed  an  impossible  task  to  build  the  temples.) 

COURSE  No.  6:  Jan.  17,  "Joseph  Smith  Had  a  Heavenly  Visitor." 
(Jesus  also  came  to  him  in  the  Rutland  Temple.)  Feb.  7,  "Authority  To 
Baptize  Restored."  (First  temple  baptisms  for  the  dead  in  the  Nauvoo 
Temple.)  March  7,  "Good  News  for  All  the  World."  (Read  the  last  quo- 
tation from  the  dedicatory  prayer  for  the  Kirtland  Temple.)  Dec.  5, 
"Joseph  Smith's  Birthday  Anniversary."  (Some  of  his  most  glorious  ex- 
periences occurred  in  the  two  temples  he  built  from  his  visions.) 


COURSE  No.  8:  Sept.  19,  "Eli  the  High  Priest";  Sept.  26,  "Samuel 
the  Kingmaker."  (Connect  ancient  and  modern  temples.)  Nov.  7,  "Solo- 
mon the  Temple  Builder."   (Same  idea.) 

COURSE  No.  10:  Feb.  21,  "First  Visit  to  the  Temple."  (Connect 
ancient  and  modem  temples.)  Oct.  3,  "The  Kirtland  Temple."  (Doctrine 
and  Covenants,  Section  110.) 

COURSE  No.  14:  Feb.  7,  "The  Problem  of  Choices."  (Quite  a  num- 
ber who  had  experienced  the  marvelous  occurrences  in  the  temples  weakened 
and  made  the  tragic  choice  of  apostatizing.) 
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Homeland  of  the  Restored  Church 


(By  Kenneth  S.  Bennion^ 


JDalmyra,  Manchester,  Joseph  Smith  home,  Cumorah 
—these  are  familiar  names  to  every  Latter-day  Saint; 
but  their  geographic  location  and  their  significance  in 
Church  history  are  not  always  clear.  It  is  interesting, 
therefore,  to  see  a  photograph  that  includes  a  number 
of  these  historic  spots. 

Many  members  of  the  Church  have  had  the  good 
fortune  to  visit  places  important  in  early  days  of  the 
Church;  but  to  the  rest  of  us,  early  Church  history  is 
just  a  little  vague  and  "far  away."  It  was  interesting 
to  us  in  the  Instructor  office,  therefore,  when  Brother 
Otto  Done,  of  Mexico  City,  walked  in  with  pictures  he 
had  taken  recently  of  scenes  important  in  early  Church 
history.  Photos  had  been  taken  both  from  the  ground 
and  from  the  air.  One  of  the  most  striking  is  repro- 
duced on  the  opposite  page. 

Please  note  the  details  of  this  excellent  air  photo. 
In  the  foreground  is  the  Hill  Cumorah;  near  the  center 
is  the  Angel  Moroni  Monument;  upper  left  of  the 
center  is  the  Sacred  Grove;  even  the  field  is  shown 
where  Joseph  worked  with  his  father  the  day  following 
the  appearance  to  him  of  the  Angel  Moroni. 

You  will  recall  that  Joseph  Smith  was  born  three 
hundred  miles  east  of  this  scene,  in  Sharon,  Vermont, 
on  December  23,  1805.  A  few  years  later,  because  of 
crop  failures  and  illness,  the  family  moved  into  north- 
western New  York  State,  which  was  then  almost  a 
wilderness.  At  Palmyra  they  bought  land  and  estab- 
lished a  home.  Four  years  later  they  moved  to  Man- 
chester, a  few  miles  away.  It  was  here  that  Joseph 
Smith  heard  a  number  of  ministers  preaching  their 
various  gospels  in  a  series  of  revival  meetings;  and  it 
was  here  that  he  pondered  the  question  as  to  which 
religion  was  the  right  one.  It  was  in  the  Manchester 
home,  too,  that  he  read  the  glorious  passage  in  the 
Bible  that  invited  him  to  ask  of  God  when  he  needed 
wisdom.  This  simple  message,  written  long  before  by 
James,  who  was  probably  a  brother  of  Jesus,  appealed 
so  strongly  to  this  14-year-old  boy  that  he  resolved  to 
lay  his  question  before  the  Lord.  The  following  lines 
are  quoted  from  the  words  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith, 
as  recorded  in  Essentials  in  Church  History,  by  Elder 
Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  pages  42  and  43: 

"So,  in  accordance  with  this  my  determination  to 
ask  of  God,  I  retired  to  the  woods  to  make  the  attempt. 
It  was  the  morning  of  a  beautiful,  clear  day,  early  in 
the  spring  of  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty.  It  was  the 
first  time  in  my  life  that  I  had  made  such  an  attempt 
for  amidst  all  my  anxieties  I  had  never  yet  made  the 
attempt  to  pray  vocally." 

The  account  of  the  vision,  which  followed,  cannot 
be  told  here.  We  can  only  say  that  one  of  the  greatest 
events  of  all  time  followed  the  boy's  simple  prayer  for 


wisdom  and  guidance.  It  has  been  difficult  for  people 
to  accept  the  account  of  the  Vision.  They  have  no 
difficulty  in  believing  that  God  talked  with  Moses, 
that  he  came  to  Abraham,  and  that  Jesus  visited  his 
disciples  after  His  resurrection.  But  the  idea  of  such 
an  appearance  in  modern  times  seems  beyond  all 
reason.  However,  to  those  who  accept  the  Gospel,  the 
Vision  is  as  reasonable  a  manifestation  as  have  been 
any  of  the  other  heavenly  visitations  throughout  the 
long  years  of  our  earth  life. 

Nearly  every  rod  of  ground  shown  in  the  photo- 
graph is  sacred  soil  to  members  of  the  Restored  Church; 
for  the  feet  of  the  Prophet  Joseph,  of  his  brother  Hyrum, 
and  of  some  others  who  became  leaders  in  the  Church, 
left  their  prints  here— as  their  lives  left  marks  upon 
the  hearts  of  millions  who  have  since  accepted  or  have 
been  uplifted  in  countless  ways  by  the  work  that  was 
here  wrought,  under  the  guidance  of  the  Lord. 

It  was  here  that  the  Angel  Moroni,  last  great 
leader  among  the  Nephites  and  custodian  of  the  rec- 


The  air  photo  opposite  was  taken  by  photographer  Otto  Done  and 
is  adapted  by  permission  of  The  Improvement  Era  from  a  simi- 
lar photo  map  appearing  in  their  Vol.  52,  1949,  Jan.,  pages  32 
and  33.  In  the  photo  map  you  are  looking  north-northwest. 


ords  of  his  people,  visited  the  Prophet.  Here,  on  the 
Hill  Cumorah,  the  plates  and  other  sacred  items  were 
found,  under  Moroni's  direction. 

Only  about  30  miles  from  here,  in  the  Peter 
Whitmer  home,  the  Church  was  officially  organized, 
on  April  6,  1830,  the  following  being  the  first  mem- 
bers: Joseph  Smith,  Oliver  Cowdery,  Hyrum  Smith, 
Peter  Whitmer,  Jr.,  David  Whitmer,  and  Samuel  H. 
Smith.  (It  is  interesting  to  note  that  of  this  famous 
group,  Hyrum  Smith,  brother  of  the  Prophet,  was  the 
oldest.   He  was  but  thirty-one  years  of  age.) 

The  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  for  all  men.  Its  prin- 
ciples are  simple,  well  within  the  understanding  of  all 
people.  Yet  those  principles  are  so  eternally  true  and 
so  profound  as  to  be  safe  guides  in  man's  long  climb 
toward  perfection.  To  those  who  find  it  difficult  to 
accept  at  once  and  wholeheartedly  the  story  of  the 
Vision,  the  visits  of  the  Angel  Moroni,  the  finding  and 
translating  of  the  Gold  Plates,  etc.,  we  can  only  say,  as 
did  the  Master  Himself:  "If  any  man  will  do  his  will, 
he  shall  know  of  the  doctrine,  whether  it  be  of  God, 
or  whether  I  speak  of  myself."  (John  7:17.) 

This  picture  will  be  useful  in  any  course  in  the 
Sunday  School  curriculum  in  which  the  history  of  the 
Church  is  being  studied  or  in  which  a  review  of  such 
history  would  be  helpful  to  class  members. 
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SILENT  TEACHER 


HPhere  may  be  prettier  settings  in  the  world,  but  none 
is  just  like  this  high,  wide  valley  in  the  Rockies 
that  we  call  home.  Through  the  years  my  eyes  have 
feasted  on  its  ruby  red  sunsets,  its  silvery  streak  of 
lake  to  the  west,  and  its  rugged  mountains  to  the  east. 
Those  towering  peaks  have  always  been  just  part 
of  our  backyard  —  along  with  our  boyhood  rabbit 
hutches,  or  the  shaky  basketball  standard  we  built 
among  the  fruit  trees,  or  our  children's  tall,  metal  swing 
there  now.  Only  difference  is  that  the  mountains  have 
stayed  on. 

But  not  until  the  past  two  years  have  I  learned  to 
really  appreciate  one  of  those  mountains.  Now,  scarce- 
ly a  day  passes  but  I  glance  up  at  it  and  pause.  My 
study  window  looks  out  onto  it.  So  does  our  dining 
room  window.  I  have  found  in  my  office  high  in  one 
of  our  city's  tallest  buildings  that  I  look  directly  out 
from  my  desk  toward  that  same  nature-hewn  sky- 
scraper. 

This  particular  mountain  seems  to  be  the  first  and 
last  to  show  the  white  of  snow.  Other  peaks  surround- 
ing the  valley  are  more  rocky.  Some  have  more  sum- 
mer foliage  and  a  brighter  blaze  of  autumn  color. 
Others  display  more  glistening  snow.  But  that  old 
giant  seems  to  have  everything.  It  abounds  with  vary- 
ing shades  of  evergreens,  groves  of  aspen  and  maple, 
and  patches  of  scrub  oak.  It  is  ribbed  with  bold  rock, 
and  it  is  dimpled  with  interesting  little  draws. 

But  what  has  brought  my  eyes  to  that  mountain 
more  than  anything  else  has  been  its  changing  moods. 
It  never  looks  the  same. 

Today  when  I  glanced  up  at  the  mountain,  the  sky 
seemed  to  be  taking  its  troubles  there.  Plenty  of  blue 
was  everywhere  overhead,  but  a  band  of  disturbing 
clouds  had  been  brought  before  the  old  monarch.  I 
have  seen  that  happen  often.  The  trouble  clouds 
usually  linger,  then  seem  to  trip  away  lighter  and 
calmer.  And,  after  it  all,  the  mountain  looks  fresher. 

The  other  night  at  sundown,  the  mountain's  whole 
face  lighted  up  with  a  pinkish  glow— like  the  face  of 
a  thoughtful  man  pondering  before  the  flickering 
hearth. 

When  the  cold,  strong  winds  blow,  I  have  seen 
that  mountain  take  on  strength.  It  becomes  steel  blue, 
and  stands  there  like  a  great  immovable  fortress. 

I  remember  the  look  on  the  mountain's  face  last 
October,  when  we  paused  on  the  neighbor's  tennis 
court.  The  old  fellow  seemed  to  be  having  the  time 
of  his  life.  His  cheeks  were  lit  up  with  the  bright  gold 
and  warm  red  of  autumn  leaves.  There  were  no 
clouds.  He  seemed  to  smile  heartily,  and  he  glowed 
with  the  sun. 

At  dusk  one  summer  day,  I  caught  my  old  friend  in 
another  mood.  He  looked  lordly.  He  was  dressed  in 
deep,  velvety  shades  of  green.  He  seemed  all  spruced 
up  for  a  night  out,  at  the  symphony  or  ball. 

Then  I  have  seen  the  thin  clouds,  like  spun  glass, 


THE  OLD  MOUNTAIN 

Amid  changing  moods,  it  maintains  a  principle. 

gather  over  his  brow.  They  gave  him  the  hair  of  a 
patriarch,  and  he  seemed  to  counsel  the  lesser  peaks 
about. 

He  can  knit  his  brow,  too,  when  dark  streaks  of 
pine  become  thoughtful  lines  on  a  snow-cast  face.  And 
he  can  become  solemnly  reverent,  in  winter's  white. 

In  the  springtime,  the  old  fellow  seems  to  push  aside 
his  age,  and  really  play.  He  shows  new  green  shoots, 
and  he  appears  to  chuckle  with  the  raindrops.  He  looks 
ready  for  a  midnight  ride  on  a  hayrack,  or  a  wiener 
roast  with  the  boys,  or  for  a  fling  at  the  college  hop. 

Then  I  have  looked  down  at  his  feet.  Beautiful 
new  homes,  many  of  them  ramblers,  are  creeping  up. 
They  seem  to  reach  for  more  of  his  lofty  vision— vision 
to  see  and  to  measure  the  whole  changing  picture  of 
life  in  the  valley  below.  They  seem  to  want  a  better 
look  at  the  sugar  beet  fields,  the  orchards,  the  ore  cars 
and  factories,  the  Statehouse  and  Temple,  the  homes 
and  the  schoolhouses,  and  the  ball  parks  and  beaches. 

This  year  I  have  climbed  high  on  the  shoulder  of 
that  old  mountain,  until  the  homes  below  looked  like 
grains  of  sand  on  an  ant  hill  Up  there,  man's  handi- 
work does  seem  smaller.  But  your  soul  seems  to  rise. 
You  seem  nearer  Him  who  created  all  this.  And  the 
silent  mountain  seems  to  say:  "Change  your  moods. 
Feel  sorrowful  with  the  sorrowing.  Laugh  with  youth, 
and  chuckle  with  a  child.  Think,  play  and  pray  often.  If 
you  would  teach  or  lead,  don't  be  too  dignified  for 
the  color  of  a  sport  shirt,  or  too  jaunty  for  the  glow  of 
a  study  lamp.  Yes,  change  your  moods.  You'll  live 
longer  and  happier. 

"But  as  those  moods  come  and  go,  do  not  change 
your  position.  With  your  standards,  be  immovable. 
Keep  those  standards  high.  Measure  life  and  your  own 
deeds  with  broad,  lofty  vision.  Then  will  men  and 
children  look  upward  to  you,  and  draw  inspiration 
from  your  balance,  and  strength  from  your  consistency. 
Then  will  you  tower  in  greatness." 

—Wendell  J.  Ashton. 


